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Controverſy about BayTISM, 

Stated with E A ND OUR. 
; The DESIGN. 


1 HE deſign of this Pamphlet is to 
give a juſt view of the Controver- 
| ſy. In the doing of which, what I 
have offer d in my tracts on baptiſm, 
vill be defended again the ohũjiection, and clear- 
d from the miſrepreſentation made of my ar- 
wment, by an Adult-Baptizer: tho' I ſhall 
ive the Objection its due force, The Adult- 
baptiſt will be meant by the initial letters, 
J B. And when there is occaſion to make 
nention of a Pædo-Baptiſt, it ſhall be by the 
ktters, P. B. "EP 1 
To the accuſation of immorality, ſuppoſed 
o be brought by an A. B. | 


The defenſive plea is as follows : 


If, in my Tracts, I have any where expreſ- 
kd uncharitableneſs to 4, B's, or any want of 
ſteem on account of their different opinions 


I religious matters, I aſk pardon of God and 
15 B them, 


' 
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them, and would fill with ſhame and a ge- 

nuine ſorrow for it. But on a careful review of 

: wy Tracts, and examination of my own 
cart 


2 . am not conſcious of guilt: for the 


right of private judgment, and the liberty of 


free enquiry, I have long time thought to be 
the unalienable claim of every man, and abſo- 
lutely needful to conſtitute and preſerve a reli- 
gion that is rational. My eſteem for any man 
Who differs from me, is ſecur d, if I have any 
marks of his Catholiciſm. But if I have re- 
preſented A. B's as wanting any thing effential 
to the character of , Chriftlians, ' on account of 
their practice in baptiziag, and by. that means 
have attempted to prejudice - P. B's againſt 
them, I condemn myſelf. Neyertheleſs I do 
not know that I have ever made Baptiſm fo 
— | 
The people called Qyaters, I look upon as 
a Chriſtian People; becauſe they hold the head, 
They believe that Jeſus is Che Chriſt, or God's 
anointed :- and às far as I know, they are a- 
gainſt all kinds of perſecution ; and lixewiſe 
diſallow of any impofitions upon one —_— ", 
1 . r 


I heartily agree with the Rev. Mr. Fortin, who ſays, that 
„the Church of Chriſt here upon earth, in a true Senſe, is 
% the whole number of all thoſe in all places, who believe 
« in Chriſt, and endeavour to know his will and obey his laws. 
« Every perſon who is of ſuch' a diſpoſition of mind, is 2 
member of the univerſal Church, and as ſuch are Chriſtians.” 
A juſt definition, that excludes all kinds and degrees of bigo- 
tty, among all parties of Chriſtians, This 3 

5 Ee. 3 5 8 Ta . . Na \ em 63 


72 


De of potiive Tulitutimii: 3 

Or, if I have any where intimated that 1 
would not admit to the memorial rite, a perfon 
who thought Baptiſm intended only for Adult- 
Heads of Families upon their converſion to 
Chriſtianity, but as never intended to be àp- 
plicd to the deſcendants of profeſſing Chriſtians ; 
I ſhould retract ſuch intimations. But of chis | 
am not conſcious; 

Or, if I have, in my tracts, diſcover'd any 
brat or indecent warmth, that has been the 
effect of the ill- uſage I have met with from an 
opponent, I pretend not to juſtify any ſuch 
expreſſions ; as it would be no better than 4 
rendering of evil for evil, railing for railing : 


but could aiiſwer no valuable end at all in any 


debate. I know that the method is ungrate- 

ful in any Writer. Nevertheleſs, there needs 

no Excuſe for the cenſure of Bigotry. 1 
Bigotry, 1 look upon as a malignant evil, 


in whatfoever breaſt it is found ; and which 


greatly depreciates the value of any character. 
Every man ſeems chargeable with i who holds 
principle or notion, whether trus or falſe, in 


ſuch a manner, as manifeſtly to confine, 


injure his charity, The uncharitable man; 
however orthodox, yet, he holds the truth in 
unrighteouſneſs ! Whereas the ben evolent; the 
charitable man, who has enquired after truth; 

1 LS how 
Jemolithss all Church- boundaries, raiſed by c and gaz. 


ſcriptions. See his uſeful di/cour/es concerning the trath * thi 
Chriſtian Religion, : I 133. | 
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however heterodox his opinions, is an infinite- 
ly better character, 5 


This is the idea I have long had of Bigotry , | 


ſo that ſhould I be chargeable with -it, in any 
of: my writings, and this be fairly proved upon 
me, I promiſe the publick, T will make the 
moſt penitent urn n 
Or, if I have ſaid the leaſt thing derogatory 
of the honour, or diſreſpectfully of the divine 
authority of Jeſus, I ſhould abhor myſelf on 
this account: being perſuaded, that he who 
honoureth not the Son, honoureth not the Father 
who hath ſent him. „„ 
Or, if I have denied that Chriſtian-water- 


baptiſm has its obligation in the inſtitution of i 


Jos ] wou'd own the greatneſs of the error. 
ut no obligation lies upon me to retract what 
I have ſaid of water-baptiſm's not having its 
origin in that inſtitution of our Lord ; fince I 
know it had not. Water-purifications were in 
uſe under the Mofaic Law. And Jobn the 
Harbinger baptized before our Lord begun his 
| oy Miniſtry. Neither is this eguzvocation, 
but a diſtinction fairly grounded on plain 
facts, | "= | | 


Of poſitive rites. 


I do freely own, that I have not placed po- 
fitive rites upon the ſame foot with moral du- 


ties: becauſe I find in the revelation, that a 
contrite 


tor, ! 
inſtiti 
hrſt c 
know 
them : 
= 

d 3 
3 
will a 


the b; 
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contrite heart is preferable to Sacrifice, Pſal. li. 
16, 17. and circumci ion, tho' an ordinance 
for ever, which death threatned upon the o- 
miſſion of it; yet this 77fe was ſuſpended du- 
ring the travels of the Tfraelites thro the wil- 
derneſs, Toſb. v. 7. And even the faſſover 
had not been kept, however, not in the ſame 
manner from the days of the Judges, till the 
eighteenth year of King Jeſab, 2 Kings xxiii. 


on 22. Circumſtances altering, relaxed the obli- 
ho tion to obſerve poſitive rites : which cannot 
er be the caſe of moral obligation, or the love of 


God, and our neighbour, on which _— all the 
low and the prophets. © 


And yet I have affirmed that a reverence is 
or. due to the authority of Jeſus, from all men 
"at Wi who believe him to be Lord and Chriſt. 


But notwithſtanding I do own his divine 
authority, and that he is the only Lawgiver in 
his Church ; yet, if there was no reaſon to be 
aligned for the obſervance of a rite, but. the 
mere will and arbitrary pleaſure of the Inſtitu- 
tor, I could not believe it to be a rite of his 
nſtituting : | becauſe he declared that they, his 
irſt diſciples who continued in his word, |/hould 
know the truth, and the truth ſhould make 
them free, John viii. 32. And that the Spirit 
ſhould lead, or guide them into all truth, xvi. 3. 
Nay, his whole doctrine is an open appeal to 
the reaſon, or the underſtandings of men. Mere 
w:ll and arbitrary pleaſure, cannot therefore be 
the baſis of any of his inſtitutions, - 

Neither 


Neither will the idea of his oi 


being + a wiſe and 
9 law-giver alter the State of the thin on m. 
ed: for, was I capable of ſuppoſing x I any fol 
one rite of his inſtituting had no other foun- n 
dation, nothing to recommend it but his mere Ml to 
will; the obligation to obſerve it, would ſure- Wil gw 
ly. differ in its nature from that of another rite; Wl gag 
wherein the gracious and uſeful purpoſes of the tne 
inſtitution are evident: becauſe in the former the 
| caſe, a knowledge of the gracious and uſeful Wl be 
purpoſes is not — and fo thoſe purpoſes Wl for 
cannot at all be atterided unto, but in the lat- WW mo! 
ter caſe, they are known and may be attend- Ml reaf 
ed unto ——which difference, muſt alter the iſ ov 
nature, not the degree, of the obligation, i. e. / 
if knowing a purpoſe and attending to it; and talk: 
not knowing and not attending to a purpoſe, Bl reaſ- 
can make a difference in nature, Not 
„ An A. B. is ſorry I do not acknow- pert: 
* ledge, that upon the clear teſtimonials of a and 
« divine miſſion with which Jeſus was attend- ages 
u ed, it would have become us to obey his of k 
40 inſtitutions, even tho' he had not let us into V 
« the ends and deſigns of them as he has virtu: 
cc done.” F yveale 


So far am I from being convinced of a crime, MW pre-r 
that I ſhould be ſorry bad I made the acknow- As in 
ledgment; as being under no obligation from mand 
truth to. make it. On the contrary, I an mani; 
well ſatisfied, that God bimſelf, as a moral go- dinar) 
vernor, ſupremely w01/e and good, exereiſeth his this v 


dominion over 1 beings; by ſuch ſig- good 
| nifications ; 


of poſßti ve 1 7 
riieatidns of his will, the reaſo# of which 


may be known, and muſt be known before a 
ſubjection or conformity can be deemed à rea- 
ble Service. The creature's intereſt is feen 


to be conſulted in every demand; and the 


eoodueſs of the Governour thus diſcovered, en- 


gages the heart of man in the ſervice. Whereas 
mere ſovereign pleaſure, [as it is no other, where 


the reaſon of the demand is not given, would 
be unſuitable to this purpoſe, and inſufficient 
for the end of promoting piety and virtue, The 
moral laws of God, which direct or oblige 


reaſonable beings, are all holy, and Juf and 
nd of 


go0d,—— Indeed thoſe writers who are 
myſtery, in order to ſupport their Schemes, haye 


nd ll talked of doctrines in Chriſtianity above the 


reaſon, nay, contrary to the reaſon of man ! 
Not conſidering, that the Goſpel is a .moſt 
perfect revelation made to man of the purpoſes 


and counſels of God, that had been hid from 


ages; and the Chriſtian i is complete in this mean 
of knowledge. 

When, in any given caſe, to try a man's 
rirtue, the reaſon of an injunction is not re- 
jealed and underſtood, there muſt be ſome 
pre- requiſites to give 'the obligation energy. 
As in the inſtance of Abraham's being com- 
manded to offer up his ſon Jſaac; ſome former 
manifeſtations and revelations, of an extraor- 
dinary kind, were needful to convince him that 
this was the command of a ſupremely wiſe and 
good ge” and we are inforn'd that there 
were 
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were ſuch circumſtances which had taken place 
previous to the command. In ſuch a caſe, a 
man is truly obliged ſo far as he has ſufficient 


142 light to convince him of the divine. authority 
1: 1-06 


the command or appointment, but no far. 
ther. And even this ſort of obligation can 
reach to no other than the perſon ſo convin- 
ced: for moral obligation, as it reſpects the 
will and pleaſure of the ſupremely, wiſe and 
good being, will ever ſuppoſe a known, a ma- 
| nifeſt ſuitableneſs in the inſtitution ; eſpecially, 

when bodies of men, and in ſucceſſive genera- 
tions too, are bound to an obſervance of it; 
otherwiſe, an inſtitution could not live an age, 
much leſs a number of ages with any good or 
uſeful effect. e ene ny =: 345, 


The obvious reaſon of the inſti tution of | the 


For example; how would the inſtitution of 
the Supper, have obtained an univerſal obſer- 
vance for above ſeventeen centuries, if the 
reaſon of it had not been given ? But chriſtians 
know that the deſign is to keep alive the me- 
mory of the death of Jeſus: whoſe cruci- 
fixion was a fulfilment of antient prophecy,and 
olf his own prediction. In which the enmity 

beween Fewand Gentile was ſlain ; as both had 

an hand in the death of this excellent, divine 
man, God's well-beloved-ſon! and which 


event made way for his reſurrection; that a- 
ä ſtoniſhing 


\ 
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ſtoniſhing evidence of his being the Sor of 
God The importance of it is explained in the 
New Teſtament, as it compleated Chriſt's hu- 
miliation, and example of obedience ; and thus 
conciliates the minds of men to God : fince by 
death he has deſtroyed, made void the domi- 
nion of death! and chriſtians can contemplate 
with thankfulneſs his giving his fleſh for the 
life of the world. Their faith and hope are 
JW hereby led to fix and center in God, who has 
appointed this his ſon to be the reſurrection and 
the life, A fuller pledge of the divine favour 
and good-will to men could not have been giv- 
en! and in the commemorative rite, the love 
of God to men gratefully recognized, naturally 
excites an unconfined benevolence and love in 
the breaſts of all ſincere chriſtians. _ 
Thus manifeſt are the reaſons of this inſtitu- 
tion; ſo that neither the corruptions, nor the 
neglects of this rite, can be urged with any 
force in objection to the wiſdom or goodneſs of 
the appointment. 
As to the precepts of morality, I do pot 
know of one ſingle moral injunction of uni- 
verſal obligation, the reaſon of which does not 
lie level with the intellectual powers of man- 
kind! It is not therefore a ſuppoſable caſe 
that a poſitive rite, which can have no value, 
but as it is inſtrumental or ſubſervient to mo- 
ral or religious purpoſes, ſhould be inſtituted 
tor perpetual obſervance: upon mere will, or 
erbitrary pleaſure ; for it will not be ng 
| C that 


* 
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that the inſtitutor ordains it to be ſo inſtrumen. 


tal, if the obſervers of it cannot diſcern its 


tendency, 80 | 
The reaſon of the inſtitution of chriſtian- 

water-baptiſm, I doubt not, was very. obvious 

to the firſt chriſtians : which reaſon, I am of 


opinion, is not leſs ſo now, vig. its being in- 


tended to initate into the chriſtian Church un- 
der the emblem of purity ; water, in preſent 


external uſe being the moſt univerſal purifier, 


Water- Baptiſm ſucceeds to circumciſion. 


I have underſtood water-baptiſm as ſucceed- 
ing to circumciſion x. On both fides it is a- 
greed, that circumciſion was the rite of ini- 
tiation into the Jewiſh Covenant or Polity.— 
Baptiſm, I underſtand to be a rite of initiation 


into the Chriſtian Covenant. _——And I have 


underſtood John's baptiſm as initiatory into a 
new diſpenſation that was taking place, in or- 
der to make good my concluſion, viz, that as 


circumciſion was the rite of initiation into the 


Jewiſh polity, and baptiſm does initiate into 


the Chriſtian polity; therefore, baptiſin ſuc- 


ceeds to circumciſion. To ſupport this conclu- 
ſion, I have confider'd Jobn's baptiſm as initi- 
N atory 


N. B. The teſtimony of ſame early Chriſtian writers; par- 
ticularly Juſtin Martyr, who is expreſs for baptiſm ſucceeding 
to circumciſion ; I ſhall hereafter produce under the article of, 
mention made of Infants baptized in Church Hiſtory, to which 1 


. 


_ Jeter my reader. 


of poſitive Inſtitutions. 
atory or preparatory : and that the do&rine of 
repentance into which he baptized, implied in 


ir 


7 champs of ate; 4 better die 
under the Meſſiah, taking place, | 


Of the Baptiſm of repentance. 
An A. B. may perhaps ſay, This is falſe 


« reaſoning : for the Jews who came to John's 
e baptiſm could have no thought of changing 
« their religion, or of renouncing Judaiſm ; 


but on the contrary, they expected to con- 


* tinue in the Jewiſh religion, diſciples of 
* Aj0S:= 7: | ©. 
The objection ſeems much too bold; ſince John 
bids them repent, for, ſays: he, the Kingdom of 
beaven is at hand. Which could not mean leſs than 
a more exalted diſpenſation to that of Moſes 
was taking place. And he bids them no longer 
think of having Abraham to their father: by 
which he muſt ſurely mean, that no advan- 
tages under the Meſſiah's Kingdom would be 
peculiar to them merely as deſcendants of A- 
brahbam nor could he intend leſs than a 
mighty change in the diſpenſation, when he 
fays, that though he himſelf baptized with wa- 
ter, the coming Meſſiah, would baptize with 
the Holy Ghoſt and with fire, whoſe fan 1s in 
his hand, and he will thoroughly purge his floer ; 
gathering in the wheat, and burning the 4 
Fobn ſeeing Feſus come to him, he lays, 2 
bold the Lamb of God, the moſt excellent 
| 2 - Lamb | 


— 
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Lamb! far preferable to that now offering in 
the Temple, the daily burnt-offering for * 
rael *; the Lamb of God, which taketh away 
the fins of the World. —— The whole of the 
Baptiſt's doctrine, intimates a change of things 
in the religious view of them; however ſtrong 
the prejudices of the Jews might be, who came 
to his baptiſm. It may then, maugre all the 
force of the objection, be allowed a plain caſe, 
that John's baptiſm, in the great intention of 
it, was preparatory, or initiatory to the K:ng- 

dom of heaven, the Meſſiah's Kingdom. 
This will be farther illuſtrated, from the 
very mouth of our Lord; for the divine. Je- 
| ſus, when inſtructing Nicodemus in the method 
of induction, or entrance into the Kingdom of 
God, ſpeaks of it as a being born again; and 
declares, that it muſt be of water and of the 
ſpirit, which he ſuppoſes that Nicodemus might 
have known, theſe being no other than earth- 
ly things ; i. e. plain and intelligible in oppoſi- 
tion to the ſecret things of God, the heavenly 
things, Nicodemus might have known theſe 
earthly things; for ſince Moſes had been initiated 
into his office by miracle, nothing leſs than mira- 
cle muſt attend the conſecration of the Meſſiah. 
And from prophecy it was evident, that there 
would be, in the uſhering in of this Kingdom, 
| es I 


The antient ſymbol of God's preſence with Yael; his 
dwelling among them, and his being the Lord their God, which, 
any one may fee, was the great deſign of the inftitution of the 
daily Lambs, Zxed, xxix. 38 to 46. 


« io Inflitations, — 
a great effuſion of the ſpirit, which manifeſtly 
took place on the firſt ſubjeQs of this Kingdom, 
This I underſtand by the ſpirit qualifying for 
an entrance of the firſ# Converts into the King- 


dom of God, viz. the power of working mi- 
 racles, 


And water, Nicodemus might have 
known, had initiated the whole congregation of 

Irael unto Moſes; and been applied to proſelytes 
together with circumciſion. Moreover, water - 


is mentioned in prophecy, to denote this new 


diſpenſation, Exel. xxxvi. 25, 26.—Nay, the 
manner of communicating this ſpirit, is often 
ſpoken of under the emblem of pouring out 
water, Jaiab xliv. 3. Joel ii. 28, 29. Zecb. 
xii. 10. And ſo it was, that this Ruler might 
have known theſe things 3 fince proſelytes to 
Judaiſm, had been looked upon by them as 
new born. perſons *. —Alſo Jebn had been ini- 
tiating by water, preparing men for the Meſ- 
ſiah's Kingdom. We may add, our Lord ex- 
preſsly calls his Kingdom, the regeneration, 
Matt. xix. 28. And St. Paul, ſpeaks of it, a8 


a new creation, 2 Cor. v. 1 


But yet, an A. B. may ſay, e water-bap- 
te tiſm has principally to do with repentance 


for ſin properly ſpeaking, in compariſon 


* with which the circumſtance of quitting 


be. * another religion ſcarce deſerves to be nam- 


ed. L 
If this was a true repreſentation, either of 
pi or of the Apoſtle” J Bapriſon, a repetition 
of 


See Dr. Hammond on Matth, xiii, Note (e) 


— re CO IEER — — 5 
1 . 
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difference, I ſee not how he is intelligible, It 
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of it ſhould have 7aker place. as men had occa- 


ſion for and did repent of fin; * And no rea- 


ſon, upon this hypotheſis,” can be given for the 


non: repetition of baptiſm. N 
« But it is objected,” that we ate informed 
e by the text, Matt. iii. 6. of multitudes be- 
e ing baptized of John in Jordan, confeſſing of 


A 


« their fins; and that John did preach the bap- 
tiſm of repentance for the remiſſion of fins, 
«© Mark i. 4. and that all were baptized of him 
ce in Jordan, confeſſing their fins, v. 5. And it 
« js ſaid that the beſt of men have need of 
„„ To 95 Hur TH 02, 
I allow all to be true that the text ſays; and 
that the be/t of men have need of humiliation be- 


a 


fore God, on account of their fins, imperfec- 
tions and failures. Nevertheleſs, John's bap- 


tiſm being a baptiſm of repentance, emphati- 
cally ſo, cannot be underſtood in the objector's 


ſenſe, as applied to every individual whom he 


baptized. Some undoubtedly were pious, holy 


| perſons, looking for the redemption of 1/rael; 


whilſt the many had: been enormouſly vitious. 
Fohn's baptiſm did not in a like ſenſe call theſe 


to repentance, when they were habitually con- 


trite before this their baptiſm. There muſt be 
the ſame difference with that of our Lord's 
not coming to call the righteous, but ſinners to 
repentance. And of the fick andwhole. Undoubt- 
edly our Lord intended to expreſs a real diſtinc- 
tion of characters. But if there was no ſuch 


1 
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zs a diſtinction every where made in the Bible; 


the r:ghteous and unrigbteous, or finners, ſig- 
nifying oppolite, habitually oppoſite characters. 
And although it is ſaid of the multitude, Mat. 
u, 6. hat they confeſſed their fins : This does 
not appear to have been the behaviour of thoſe 
many Phariſees and Sadduces, mentioned wer. 
7. 8, 9. which John calls, a generation of” vi- 


pers. And asked, who had warned them to flee 
from the wrath to come? It does not appear 


that they were true penitents. Why John's 
Baptiſm was emphatically called, the Baptiſm 
of repentance for the remiſſion of fins; 1s, [I 
underſtand] becauſe he baptized into a diſpen- 
fation that would make no demand of ſacrifice, 
as the teſtimony of remiſſion upon repentance ; 
which had been made under all former diſpen- 
ſations. His baptiſm thus expreſsly ſpoke a 
change of diſpenſation.” „ 

Jobn was encouraged thus to baptize, be- 
ing aſſured that he ſhould ſee the Meſſiah in 
perſon ; and the ſpirit deſcending upon him in 
an hovering flame ſhould mark him out, as 
an evidence of his capacity to baptize with the 
Holy Ghoſt and with fire J which predic- 
tion, made it needful that Jeſus ſhould be 


baptized of Fohn, as the fulfilment of rigbte- 


oſneſs—agreeable to other fulfilments, or ac- 
compliſhments of prophecy. In this method 
the Meſſiah was made manifeſt to Iſrael ; 
Jobn's divine authority to baptize was confirm- 
ed ; and the baptiſm with water approved, as 


nero EI » ² „ —————— 


both to F 


a rite ſuitable wo initine i into a new -diſpenſ 
tion. 


Thus the Goſpel doctrine has its grace ex- 
preſſed, in its teaching that repentance and 
remiſſion of fins are in . —lt expreſs- 
ly teacheth that remiſion of fins 
nal, happy life, Acts x. 43.—Through bis name 


whoſoever 


conferred by him, who is authorized to give e- 
ternal life to them who believe on him, comp. 
Chap. xi. 18. God hath alſo granted the Gentiles 
repentance unto life. This ſurely can mean no 
more than the Goſpel doctrine aſcertaining the 
gift of God. For neither repentance, nor faith, as 
the perſonal qualification of the man for eter- 
nal life, can be the gift of God, either to Jew 
or Gentile. Vet the great evidence of eternal 
life, that gift of God, is now made known 
eus and Gentiles. Thus, baptiſm 
appears to be a ba ptiſm of repentance for the 
remiſſion of ſins, as initiating into a diſpenſati- 


on wherein pardon and life are made manifeſt. 


« The prophets exhorted ſinners in general 
ce to return to God, and declared, that a bro- 
« ken and contrite heart God would not re- 

« ject and deſpiſe, even where no ſacrifices 
te had been appointed, or would be accepted by 
e him. But that repentance ſhall open a way 
ce * tor us to eternal life, is clearly taught only 

in the — * And indeed under the 
Moſaic 


bg Fortin diſcourſes, Sc, p. 229. 


imports eter- 


believerh i in him ſhall receive remiſſion 
of fins : which intimateth the great benefitto be 


. "of oft ve , Infitution To 
* Moſaic Conſtitution there was no ſacrifice ap- 
. pointed for ſome ſins, ſuch. as Idolatry, of 
which both Few and Gentile nations had been 
chargeable : ſo that God. had concluded all 
under fin, that he might publiſh mercy to. all. 
—Jobn's baptiſm, as a baptiſm of repentance, 
did then initiate into a zew diſpenſation. It 
remains to be obſeryed; that * 4 Bleſſed 
Jeſus, upon receiving all power both- in heaven 
and earth, appointed water-baptiſm to initiate 
into his Church or Kingdom. — this is evident 
from the inſtitution itſelf, Matt. xxviii. 19. 
ind from the ſenſe which the Apoſtles had 
of it, AFs ii, 38, 41. viii. 12. xyiti. 8. 80 
St. Peter compares baptiſm ta. that en- 
trance into the ark, by which Noh. and his 
family eſcaped the dellructiye deluge, 1 Pet. 
ü. 21. which ſeparated. them from the old, 
and introduced them into the ne world. Be- 
im ſdes, that obſervation St. Paul makes of 
he uo diſtinction being left between male and fe- 
nale; which I have ſhetyn can refer to no- 
-f thing elſe but to circumciſion giving way to the 
| WI univerſal application of the chriſtian rite : a a 


_ conſideration of great force in determining the 

N place which baptiſm has, as ſucceeding to cit- 

ces cuinciſion, Col. ii. 11. 

1b Our Lord's inſtitution of baptiſm, in its 
5 proper, univerſal ſenſe, initiates into a conſti- 

wh tution of grace and mercy ; rather than deter- 

_ mines the penitence immediately produced by 


bis doctrine, or the changed moral characters 


faic Was: of 


— N — ee ee : = Z — — - we 
. * e r . : * 
1 * 
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* 
* 
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of the perſon baptized :, for example, what will 


Peter, or his being baptized ? he was perfectly 
well diſpoſed to hear all things that Peter had 


33. there is no intimation of his not being 
in a ſtate of favour, pardon and peace 


| Paul: Who, upon a conviction that Jeſus was 
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any be able to ſay of Cornelius, who was a reli- 
ious man, a e of the true God; and 
vhoſe prayers and alms had come up as a me- 


morial before God ; antecedently to his ſeeing 


a divine commiſſion to inform him of, As x. 


with God, but the contrary, Ver. 34, 35. no F 
repentance demanded of him, none needful to Wi ſtan 
his baptiſm. - So Lydia, a worſhipper of the pol. 


true God, a pious woman before ſhe heard 


the Chriſt, is baptized, and all her houſehold. ah 
But nothing is ſaid either of her canteflion, or by. © 
repentance. On the other hand, the beſeecheth . 
Paul to abide with her, in order to inſtruct her 2 
in the chriſtian doctrines, if he judged ber tio of b 
be faithful. 3 $ no 
Such Fews who were vitious, who had con- fatir 
ſented or approved of the crucifixion of 7. efus, draw 
were under indiſpenſable obligations to repent, « th 
as well as convert, in order to their baptiſm.—W in 
Yet in the univerſal and principal ſenſe oi ſo 
Jobn's, and of our Lord's baptiſm for the re- Naſten 
miſſion of fins, the doctrine imports remiſſion as reper 
annexed to repentance without ſacrifice, or an) cliat 
other ſhadowy appendage :—and remiſſion ot renta 


ſuch ſins which no ſacrifice of atonement had 
ever been provided for. That NG to 
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which alone remrſfion of fins is annexed, can- 
not be ſup} my have taken place in all the 
ſubjects of John's, or of the Apoſtle's bap. 
ä the baptiſm of 5 
temiſſion, more properly and directly ſignifies 
the grace of the diſpenſation into which it ini- 
tiates. And would have been fo underſtood, 
had it not been the deſign of men to cut of 
infants from any capacity of having the baptiſ- 
mal rite applied,  _ 4 
From the premiſes, the argument thus 
ſtands; Circumcifon did initiate into the Jewiſh 

Polity— John's baptiſm did initiate into the 
doctrine of repentance, as being connected 
with remiſſion ; the great doctrine of the Meſ- 
ſah's Kingdom — the ſame rite was appointed 
W by. Jeſus to mitiate Gentiles, as juſt John's bap- 
iim, and that of Chriſt's diſciples, had intitiated 
Jews into his Kingdom.—80 ſtands, the fact 
of baptiſm ſucceeding to circumciſion. There 
was: obſcure, not any thing laboured in 
ſating. the facts, nor any thing artificial in 
drawing the concluſion. And I again day, 
* that if chriſtian-baptiſm is underſtood to be 
© inſtituted ſoleꝶ to expreſs repentance of per- 
* ſonal offences, failures and errors; then ſa 
often as a perſon diſcerns occaſion to expreſs 
repentance, bapzi/m ſhould be repeated, as pe- 
culiarly adapted to aſſiſt men in expreſſing re- 
pentance. The reaſon of the thing demands, 


me Though 
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Though an A. B. will diſpute my ſenſe of 
baptiſm, do but attend to his ol definition 
| of it, and he will tell you, ** that it is expreſ- 

« five of the putting on the profeſſion of a 
e doctrine.— Which I can underſtand only 
of renouncing an old, and embracing a ney 
religion. 

And though an 4. B. pleads for his abe 
of baptiſm, by ſaying, that it has an apti- 
<« tude to put men in mind of their obligations 
© to promote moral rectitude, and to avoid 
« immoralities of any kind. —yet, | 

I this be the true light in which water-bap- 
tiſm ſhould be placed; and it has a peculiar 

titude to influence thus to moral rectitude; 
who does not feel an uneaſineſs ariſing from 
the non- repetition of it? Can we forbear im- 


peaching the Inſtitutor with want of goodneſs, 

in not recommending it; by ſaying, as often at 
Je find occaſion, be ye baptized If my no- 
tion of the baptiſin of repentance be juſt, the 
great refuge of A. B's, is no longer tenable 
concerning the juſtneſs of it, the Wa will 
Judge for himſelf. 


Arguments from the Abratomic Covenant, 


1 have argued from a poſitive rite's being an- 
nexed to the Abrahamic Covenant, which 
reſpects the Meſſiah, to the propriety of having 
a ae rite annexed to the Chriſtian Co- 

venant 


of. pofiebve Hifitations. 
yenant after the Meſſiah had laid the founda- 
tons of his Kingdom. | 

An A. B. locate. to make my argunient 
obſcure and perplexed, perhaps will fays, If 
© there was reaſon to conclude any thin 
« favour of a poſitive rite being * x Br 
« the promiſe made to AbrabamreſpeQing the 
7 Mel ah, why was not one annexed. to the 
« firſt edition of that promiſe made to our 
« firſt parents? but inaſmuch as there was 
« none annexed to that promiſe, from thence 
« we might conclude the non-neceflity of any 
© rite being annexed to the nn 
*« of the promiſe.” 

It is probable that Sacri ifee, as it was. away 
of the — 's expreſſing penitence, and con- 
ſeſſing guilt, [in like manner as the offerings 
of fruits, &c. were a method of ſhewing 
titude and ſenſe of dependance] ſo facrifice was 
annexed to the firſt edition of. the. promiſe ; 
though it is not expreſsly made mention of at 
the delivering of the promiſe. But however 
this was, circumciſion we are ſure . could not 
be annexed to it, in the ſenſe of the inſtitu- 
tion, which was to diſtinguiſh and keep ſe- 
parate one family from all others, and one 
nation from all others. Circumcifion could 
not be ſo applied, when there was but one 
man in the world. | 


r < nant would be fulfilled.” 


2 The Je Pao gur: ab 


1 ow coiifiered circumciſion, as. hes 8 241 
 the'\ Abrahamic 1 . Seal 71 


ens of. faith. 


. An A. B. b 
oy ee but to Arabam; to others 
only a ſigm or token; To Abraum not . 
1 — 2 the Covenant, but of the righteouſ- 
* refs of © pal faith. Hah an alone 1 
ec Was à token of God's complacen- 
e 2 him the . all 

et the faithful in future generations, as ſealed 
ce to him, and gave him a Joyful ſenſe of the 
5 imputation of the righteouſneſs of faſth. 
& 'To others it was only a token of the Cove. 
* = tant, at outward viſible token, in looking 
which they might ſatisfy themſelves, 
er that what God had ifed in that coves 


© Now let it be obferved, that this would be 
no bettet than the play of humour. For cir- 
cumcifton is called the Seal of the righteouſ- 
neſs of Mrabums faith; and it is called God's 
covenant in his, and in his deſcendants fleſh; 
Ab#ahan received circumciſion as that cove- 
riant which was to be kept between God and 
Im and his ſeed after bim, Gen. xvii. 10. cal- 
led ver. 11. the toben of the Covenant. And 
St. Paul, having mentioned Abraham's circum- 
ciſion, calls it a ſeal of the righteouſneſs of bis 
faith. How ? why, as God had made a ps 
miſc 


IO. Fee his faith, during his 
uncircumcifion ; and therefore circumciſion 
was appointed as the ſign or token of this Co- 


venant : yet could no way be underſtood as 
the Seal of Abraham's faith, but as it was in 


him. 

Neither i is the diflinfion ſuppoſed by the 
objeRion of any weight, foraſmuch as thoſe 
to whom circumciſion Was only a token, they 


could look upon it; and 1 themſelves, 
that what God had promiſed in that Cove- 
* nant would be led? And Abraham 


could! do no- more, neither did circumcifion 


ſeal to him any more. 


My arguments would be miſcepreſeated,if I 
was Charged with ſaying, that circumciſion, 
* applied to Abraham's Wale 
* dants, was the ſeal of the rigbteouſueſi of their 
te faith. * This, Town, would have been a 
fit ſubject of ridicule. But not ſo, from my 
underſtanding circumciſion to have been ds 
much a Seal of the righteouſneſs of Abraham's 
faith, in the moſt diſtant of his ſeed till the 
Meſſiah came, as it it was when he firſt re- 
ceived circumciſion in his own, and in the 
fleſh of all the males of his houſehold. | For 
this ſeal, when Abraham firſt received it, 
would not have been a ſeal of the righteouſ- 
neſs of his faith, had he refuſed to apply it to 
his houſehold. 11 ˖ is not a covenant in his fleſh 


_ but as it Was applied to every male 


confirmation of the Covenant or promiſe made 5 


child-in his houſe, adi „ body: 


in every of whom, it was: as truly a ſeal of 
the ri K n 


own ſh. 


tim to be in like manner a Seal, as Circumci- 
fion had been to Arabam. Beauſobre and 
Lenfant, in their introduction to a neu ver on, 
Kc. p. 124. ſay, that circumciſion was a 
« ſaerament of the Fewiſh religion, and a Seal 
<, of the covenant which God made with A. 
* br phani and his poſterity.” And although 
St. Stepben calls it the Covenant of circumciſion, 
Acts vii. 8. yet to call it a ſeal to any but to 
Abraham, is to ſome offenſive. Herma, Pa- 
or, who wrote before the end of the firſt 
century, or in the former part of the ſecond *, 
ſays, Before any one receives the name of 
©. the-ſon of God, he is liable to death: but 
2510 when he receives that Seal, he is delivered 
from death, and is aſſigned to life, Now that 
4 Seal is water, into which men deſcend, 
0 bound over unto death, but aſcend out of 
e it aſſigned unto life. For this reaſon the 
ec Seal was alſo preached unto them, and they 
er made uſe of it, that they night. enter into 
* the Kingdom of God Þ+.: ? 
So Gregory Nazianzen, © utter. infants 


555 « ſhould be ſanctified without their own 7 
6 . 


= * Dr. 3 — &c. val. 1. P. II. I; 
3 Bingham' s Antiquities of the Chriſtian Chu 
Val. IV. 8vo. p. 203. 


Nor am 1 Bagular in undesſtanding Bap- 
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4 of it, than die unſealed and uninitiated ||.” - 
| have confidered the Abrahamic covenant as a 
© jromſe; and have ſupported that ſenſe of it. 
ſe the Challenge, p. 8, 9. And likewiſe have 
J hewn, that the fulfilment of the promiſe, 
Compared with the promife, whilſt remaining 
J ſuch, would ſupport and vindicate the diſtinc- 
on of new ny old, in a like ſenſe that our- 
Lord makes a diſtintion in that ſame com- 
nmandment, viz. to love one another. _ 
= But an A. B. will perhaps allow no ſuch 
diſtinction. 0 . 
Nevertheleſs, when thinking, ſpeaking, or 
vriting of the fame covenant or promiſe which 
bod made to Abraham, we may, by taking in 
W the whole compaſs of it, diſtinguiſh the ſuc- 
W cefſive periods of its fulfilment. One part of 
this covenant I look upon as fulfilled, when 
Abraham's poſterity had a quiet poſſeſſion gi- 
ren them of Canaan. Another, when the 
fulneſs of time was come that the ſeed of the 
woman ſhould ariſe, and did ariſe.— Another 
great period, was, his bleſſing all nations, by 
the ſpread of the Goſpel. In the national 
and general ſenſe, the Meſſiah's ficſt appearing 
was a fulfilment of the promiſe, But there yet 
remains a ſenſe of the promiſe unaccompliſh- 
ed, and that will not be till Chriſt's ſecond 
ming. A coming which the harbinger fore- 
old, or prophe ſied of, when he will gather the 
75 E wheat 
| Bingham's Antiquities of the Chriſtian Church, Vol. IV. 
No. p. 219. | EE 


* 
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wheat into his garner, but will burn the chaff 
with fire unguenchable; when he will thorough- 
ly purge bis floor. Baptiſm may therefore be 
looked upon as a rite ſuited, to initiate into this 
laſt ſtage of fulfilment of the promiſe made to 


: Abraham ; a purifying rite, which comports Ml ; 
well with the view we have of Chriſt's ſecond * 
coming as a purifier. St. Paul has one very 827 
remarkable reference to this, when he is advi- Ne f 

ſing the Philippians to have their converſation Ml ., * 
in heaven, from whence, ſays he, we look for Wl «. ) 
the ſaviour the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who ſhall Will 8 
change our vile body, that it may be faſhioned Al «. A 
like unto his glorious body. This will be done . 5 
by him as a purifier. at is ſown in corrup- ll ., 8 
tion, he vill raiſe in incorruption : what is . . 
ſewn in diſbonour, he will raiſe in glory-baptiſ- Wl. P 
mal-water is therefore fitly applied to the off- WY, el 
ſpring of Chriſtians, ſince they may be the Wl þ 
ſubjects of ſuch purification, as well as them- . q 
ſelves. The Chriſtian, whilſt applying water T 
to his infant- offspring, is thereby excited to an ch 

lively exerciſe of his faith in the office of the Cl 
redeemer, as a purifier, who will change theſe lis 
vile bodies? . LY 

4 Je hk ah — >< 

ET wa deſce 
2 Tn a note, page 62. of the plea, &c. by haſtily following a auld, 


copy which I have of Hedericus's Gr. Lexicon, printed 1739. 1 

have put xaSargeds, deſtructio, as a derivative of yy aig, anc | 
not of xa, which miſtake demoliſhes that Note. Ne- 5. whi 
verthelefs, I now think it very plain that the Evangeliſt Fob Mainly u 


has uſed the word «+3015 144, purifying, as applicable to t nrif 
baptiſm of the harbinger and of our Lord's diſciples, John Ml bares 
| | : 25 | 
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2 . Hon all dying in Adam. 

nis Upon. my pleading for th haviog a 2 
to to baptiſm, as they are a part of the all that die 
rte in Adam, which the ſeripture ſays, A be 
made alive in Tarek, *. 

Py An A. B. will perha ſays, © this is a prin- 
ple which aims to prove, that the baptiſm 


2" Wy © of theſe infants of profeſſing chriſtians is 

tor Wl « their ſecurity againſt annibilation, How- 

all Wi ever it is made the very thing which ſeals 

8 e to them their deliverance from the dominion 
ec 


of death; to which they muſt be for ever 
„ © expoſed, if not baptized. And the ar- 
3 ument is too near of kin to that, which 
oy PL made many fearful parents carry their 
oft- ol « children ta be ſprinkled almoſt as ſoon as 
the BY « they were born, leſt they ſhould die and be 


e damned without Jy 


aber The raillery in ſuch an objection, would be 
my in character. But the ſneer js gone, and the 
"a 0 hugh put out of countenance ; when this que- 


ſion is put; what can be the meaning of thoſe 
exprefſions, applied to Abraham's infant-male- 
deſcendants ? viz. that the uncircumciſed man- 
ild, whe fleſh of his ore: in is not circum- 

ciſed, 


25, which will ſuit my purpoſe every whit” as well: ſince he 
plainly uſeth the word in alluſion to the Jews cleanſings, or 
purifications. He does not ſay the diſpute that arole was ee. 
(a but et xa jn, _ the contex: informs us 
was about baptiſm. 


' 
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ciſed, that foul ſhall be cut off from his people, 
_ circumciſion then his ſecurity from annibila- 
tion? Or would he be damned, if he died 
without it ?!——what means his cutting of? 
If circumciſion was needful to prevent a 
cutting off trom God's people, Baptiſm may 
be attended, for aught I know, with ſome par- 
ticular bleſſings of divine providence, and may 
entitle to ſome ſpecial notice of miniſtring An- 
gels, Matt. xviii. 10. And when applied to 
infants, who afterwards die in their infancy, it 
ſerves, at leaſt; to denote the regard which their 
parents have had to the inſtitution of Fe/us : M 
and is expreſſive of their concern for their in- 
fant's welfare. 1 „ 
And I ask, why there is not as much fitneſs 
in applying baptiſm to an infant, as there is in 
praying for it? which I have the charity to 
believe a pious A. B. cannot ſatisfy himſelf W 
without. And as well might it be ſaid that 
praying for an infant is underſtood to be its 
ſecurity from annibilation and from damna- 
tion, as baptiſm can be ſo underſtood. But 
can a chriſtian parent forbear conſidering his 
infant-offspring as benefited by his being him- 
ſelf initiated into a ſtate of greater privileges 
than he had aforetime enjoyed ? In praying for 
it, he cannot but ſuppoſe it as the of 5pring of 
a Chriſtian ; and as ſuch, he has more plca- 
ſure in contemplating its condition than he had, 


in viewing his offspring as pagan, He makes 
| res. 4 . 
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a difference in bis thoughts between the con- 
dition of his chriſtian offspring, and the con- 
dition of the offspring of a pagan. Now bap- 
tiſm is a rite which when applied to an infant, 
determines or aſcertains, we. ſay, its claim to 


the benefits of the chriſtian ay And does 
an A. B. when, r ee 

offspring, take no notice of the benefits of the 
ehriſtian· covenant; nor preſume to ask any of 
thoſe benefits which ariſe from Chriſt's medi- 
ation? Or, does he conſider it, as in the ſams 
condition with the child of an idolatrous pa- 

gan ? If he prays for it, deſirous of its partak- 
ing of thoſe benefits, he might as well conſi- 
— it as qualified for a rite, which did no more 
than initiate adult perſons into the privileges 
of the chriſtian, covenant : for baptiſm could na 
more. ſaue them, than it can an infant. 

If the A. B. ſhould ſay; he does not pray 
for his infants at all, nor reckons them dying 
in infancy, in the leaſt, the capable ſubjects — 
any beneßt from Chriſt's 2 then; I 
may ſuppoſe, that he will either conclude them 
annilulated, or damned. Since he will not al- 
low them to he members of Chriſt's Church, 
becauſe they have not been baptized ; however, 
he muſt . them any privilege more than a 
pagan- infant can have. 

There is then nothing ridiculous, nay there 
is no impropriety, though an A. B. imagines 
that there is, in applying baptiſm to innocent 
children, and thus 1 igitiativg them into a "Rio 

| mn 
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Yr polity. „wherein the doctrine of pardon 
and l 18 mot clear and expreſs.” So far from 
being an impropriety, that it perfectly corre- 
ſponds with the order of all former diſpenſa- 
tions; for the promiſe of pardon and life, or 
divine favdur made to men, has ever included 
the'/eeg, or poſterity” of thoſe to whom the 


ome was made. 
But it may yet be Bes ed. Gy" an A B. 


Wyo: « thin T confine the ALL to-baptized chriſtians 
«and ſuch of their Lein, and he wo only 


as die baptized.” 

The ALL who 4 in Adam, cannot be fo 
confined; nor did I ever ſay any thing like it. 
— Nor ſo confine the all that ſhall be made a- 
live in ri. But my argument is, that if 
infants dying in infancy, are a part of the 'al} 
who die in Adam, then they may be conſidered 
as part of the all that ſhall be made alive in 
Chriſt ; and ſo have a concern in his mediation. 
And in this ſenſe the infants of pagans dying 
in infancy, as well as of chriſtians may be con- 
fidered as part of the all ſo ſpoken of. But it 
does not follow, that baptiſm ſhould be here- 
upon applied to pagan-infants, any more than 
to their parents, till the chriſtian doctrine is 


made known and received by the Pann pa- 


rent, 
But although a pagan ſhall be raiſed from 


the dead by Chriſt, as well as the chriſtian, 
does it therefore follow, that there will be no 


difference between = dead in Chriſt, and 
other 


male nor female. This 1 


5 | * 
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other dead? Is there no diſtinct meaning to be 


put to the dead in Cbriſt? All the world of 
men are God's creatures; 'S but chriſtians, are 
predeſtinated to the adop tion of ſons! they. are 
beirs of God, and Peora with Chrift ſm—_——_ 
And although in every. nation, he that fears 
God and worketh righteouſneſs will be _—_ 
ed of God; yet ſurely, there is ſome pecu- 

liar ſenſe in his making chriſtians accepted in 
the beloved. They are an holy nation, a pecu- 
liar people. And the. redeemed through his 
blood, will be difinguiſhed out of every nation, 
tongue, and kindred. . They are the ſheep. of 
Chriſt's fold, That there are ſome. advan- 
tages peculiar to Chriſt's church and people, 


W the revelation does intimate: though it does 


not yet appear what we ſhall be *. This might 
be ſaid in order. to ſhew, that it is very proper 
a rite of initiation ſhould diſtinguiſh now the 


church of Chriſt. 


The ſenſe I have of baptiſm, is, that it ini- 
e into a kingdom or ſtate of privileges, as 
circumcifion did; but by a more extenſive | 
application, as in Chriſt f Jeſus there is neither 

the Apoſtle has 

given me of baptiſm, ſucceeding to renin. 
and although I do not apply any laying effica- 
cy to the rite of bapti/m, any more than be- 
longed to circumciſion ;. yet, I think it every 
way 


8 He has gift of a lower ſort for thoſe who are not worthy 
to ſet on the right-hand, or on the left. So ſays, Mr. * 
in his diſcourſes, &c. p. 235. | 
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af perfect diſpenſation, 


way: ſuitable to: this moſt 


as naturally applicable to the infant-off. 


Sing of chriſtians, conſidered as their off- 
1 ſpring ; and prayed for by them as ſuch. 


For any to-aſk what efficacy or influence 


baptiſm has on the after-ſtate of an infant, dy- 


ing ſuch, is trifling. 
ſib 


Circumciſion did not vi- 

anſwer the ſign of its inſtitution upon 
ren who died in infancy; but would have 
done it, had they lived: to full age: yet, was 


not ta be neglected to ſuch. And ſo jbap- 


tiſm. We conſider it as the initiatory rite to 
chriftian privileges. 
dies in infancy, it 


lef reaps the benefit, 


than the jr. ve did, ſo dying, 


What? though baptiſm has no known influ- 


ence, upon the e of the dead infant: 
is it not fit, that it ſhould be thus diſtinguiſned 


as the offspring of an holy parent, and as en- 


titled to the higheſt privileges? - | 
The A. B. ſhould firſt have told us, what 
is meant, 


by an infant's being cut off from God's 
people, and what is meant likewiſe by his ha- 
ving broken his covenant, by reaſon of his not 


being circumciſed: and "then, one might have 
been better able to have determined the incon- 
veniencies which may attend the: neglect of a 
aer rite, to our infant- offspring. 


for if he 
ould underſtand the cutting M as reſpecting 


the after-ſtate; it might then ſignify either 


annibilation, or damnation.— And likewiſe he 


ſhould have informed us what that kind 


of 


the baptized-infant 
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« of grief is, which A. B's have for chil- ; = 
« dren dying at mature age unbaptized' — 
If it be a ſorrow without hope, only on this ac- 
count, then they, and not I, have made bap- 
tiſm neceſſary to \proveait annibilation, or dam- 
nation. 

Thus have I confidered the ſeveral miſre- 
preſentations of my argument for infant-bap- 
tiim, drawn from baptiſm's taking place of 
circumciſion. And have ſhewn, that the Jews, 
by the harbinger's baptiſm, as a baptiſm of re- 
pentance, were taught to expect a change of 
their religion: though the objector, or the 
A. B. denies it. That baptiſm is not prima- 
rily intended to expreſs perſonal repentance z 
but that in ſuch view it would require frequent 
repetition. | And ſo it would, if it had any 
feculiar aptitude to put men in mind of their | 
moral obligations. And that no objections can 
lie from its being a rite initiatory into the ſame 18 
covenant.or promiſe made to Abraham ; be- 1 
cauſe- it is as ſuitable to that laſt and 2 full i 
accompliſhment of the promiſe to which it be- 
longs, as.circumcifion was to the former parts. 
And it may be conſidered as a ee as well as 1 
circumciſion was of the Abrahamic covenant : 
and that praying for an infant, ſuppoſes it a 
capable ſubject of the grace of the Chriſtian | 
covenant, _ 1 


CY 


1 


F _*-, if | 


% 


The ar 8 upient from Proſelyti mm to the Fewiſh- 


Religion, is next to be conſidered. 


The A. B. is unreaſonable in denying us the 


liberty of taking notice how God's people were 


to conduct under a former diſpenſation, in or- 
der to know how they would underſtand a po- 
 fitive rite, made uſe of to initiate. into a new. 
diſpenſation. The natural Few,.or deſcen- 
dant of Abraham was initiated in infancy. The 
firſt-inſtitution of the rite, made it applicable 
to Abraham's houſebold in virtue of the rigb- 
 reouſneſs of bit faith, The proſelytes to yo 
daiſm, would be admitted with their houſe- 
holds upon their faith“. I have, by confulting 
ſome writers, and by attending to the uſages 
of the Jews, ſuppoſed, that they had water- 
purifications as well as circumciſion, The 
ſenſe which the Jeus appear to have had of 
John's baptizing makes the hypotheſis rational: 
why baptizeſt thou then, if thou be not the 
Chriſt, neither Elias, neither that prophet ? 

l am not of the fame opinion I was, with 
reſpect to the tuo ſorts of proſelytes: but ra- 
ther think, there was but one ſort, viz, ſuch 
as were circumciſed, and properly called, the 
proſelytes of righteouſneſs. What I have cit- 
ed, taken from the Rabbins, I have under- 
ſtood as the proſelytes of juſtice, and not of the 
gate. So that my argument is no way affected 
by this change of ſentiment, - Had there been 

| uo 
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tuo ſorts of profelytes, I imagine, we ſhould 
have had ſome account of them in the New 
Teſtament: eſpecially in St. Luke's hiſtory of 
the firſt planting the chriſtian church, where- 
as I find but one ſort, neither in As xiii. 4% 
40. nor elſewhere. And from the order to 


be obſerved in publiſhing the goſpel, the di- 
ſtinction I think would have appeared: being 


firſt to the Jets; next to the proſelytes of 
righteouſneſs ; then to thoſe of the gate; J and 


after theſe, to the idolatrous Gent#les. 

The argument IT have drawn from proſely- 
tiſm to the Fews/b religion, to the baptizing of 
infants, is, that if the houſholds of proſelytes 
were admitted into the Jewiſh polity upon 
their heads embracing Judaiſm, it muſt make 
it reaſonable to conclude, that the children of 
the converts to chriſtianity were admitted a- 
long with their parents into the chriſtian po- 
li 

15 o attempts have ever been made, that 
I know of, with any effect, to diſprove the 
point. Whether therefore the males being 
circumciſed was a ſufficient initiation for 'the 
whole of thoſe houſholds or not, it being al- 
lowed that the proſelyteꝰs family was received 
along with him into that polity, it is ſufficient 
for my purpoſe. For the Few knew well e- 
nough, that though a perſonal profeſſion had al- 
ways been requiſite*in an adult proſelyte head 
of a family, in order to his being circumciſed ; 
pet ſuch Perſonal Promo had never been re- 

2 quiſite 
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quiſite in his male-infant offspring, nor the 
incapacity any bar to their circumeifion. — To 
this I have added the baptiſm of proſelytes as 


ſeveral writers have made mention thereof. 


But, 
on our Lord's adepti ing an old Je with cuftem. 


1 To enervate this argument, an A. B. will 
 fay, © It is not all likely that Feſus ſhould a- 
e dopt an old Fewiſh cuſtom, that does not 


ce appear to have the leaſt warrant in the Mo- 


* fatc law.” 

"This ſeems not much to the EY For 
water-baptiſm cannot be proved to have been 
in the leaſt unſuitable to, or inconſiſtent with 
the Moſaic rites. On the contrary, their water- 
purifications were common. Beſides, there is 
as much reaſon for our Lord's adopting this 
old Jewiſb cuſtom, as there was for his adopt- 

ing that of the Poſt coenam of the Jeus; of 
which, the Lord's Supper took place. And 
yet this does not appear to have been a cuſtom 
warranted, or grounded on the Moſaic law. 
Moreover, it is certain that the altered cir- 
cumſtances of the ews, gave the reafon of 
their varying in their obſervance of the paſſa- 
wer-rite itſelf; for by the letter of the inſtitu- 
tion, they were 70 eat it in haſte, with their 
loins girt, their ſhoes on their. feet, and their 
faves in their hands. And this was to be an 


erdinance for ever, _—_— Xii. 11, 14. But 
] dic 
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did the Jews obſerye or keep the paſſover in 
this manner, -in the time of our Saviour's per- - 


ſonal miniſtry among them? Or, did our Sa- 
viour and his diſciples fo obſerve it The rea- 
ſon of the change in the modes of this rite is 
evident, viz. their ceaſing to be ſojourners in 
the wilderneſs, when they came into poſſeſſion 
of the promiſed land: this was ſufficient au- 
thority, without any __ repeal of the ori- 
ginal law. - 

Again, the ſonagegue-wor ſhip had no foun: 
dation in the law of Moſes, neither in the in- 


ſtructions upon record given to Joſhua. Not 


is it agreed, among the learned, at what time 
it took place, Nevertheleſs our Lord and his 
apoſtles countenanced this, by their frequenting 


the ew ſynagogues, and by opening the great 
doctrines of chriſtianity more W in 


theſe places, than in the temple. 
From which conſiderations, it is very likely 


that our Lord did adopt. an old Fewiſh — 
And theſe reaſons are in favour of it, viz. 


chriſtianity was firſt propagated among Fews. | 


The author of the chriſtian's faith, was him- 
ſelf born of a Feweſs, and made under the 
law, It is therefore reaſonable to ſuppoſe that 
ſuch religious cuſtoms which obtained among 
this people, that would ſuit the chriſtian king- 
dom, and admit an univerſal obſervance ſhould 


be ado ted ; for we find our Lord treated very 
tenderly the attachments of this people to ſuch 
cuſtoms as were not criminal, cuſtoms that had 
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no tendency to encourage ſuperſtition, or de- 


had no place in the chriſtian 


— ꝗ— 


bauch their morals. And his -apoſtle to the 
Gentiles, though he knew that circumciſion 
plan, yet to re- 
move a Prejudice from this people againſt J. 
mol hy, who was to miniſter among them, he 
orders him to be circumciſed. _- 
Suppoſing then, as I have done, fron the 
authority of ſeveral writers, that it was a Jew 
/i cuſtom to baptize, as well as circumciſe pro- 


ſelytes, thus diſtinguiſhing them from native 
ews, though not expreſly warranted in their 


aw, it is probable that 2 the harbinger had 
a divine order to open his inſtitution with be 
baptiſm of repentance. And 1 yet think, this 
ſuppoſition will give the cleareſt ſolution by 
ſhewing the ground of that queſtion put by 
the meſſengers of the Jewiſh Sanhedrim, by 
. thou then? Jon 1. 25. 


Of. John s Baptiſm not aun rting fant, 
Should it be denied, or not a me that 


we have any reaſon to conclude that John 
baptiſm took in infants as the ſubjects of it. I 


ſhould inſiſt upon proof that it admitted of 


any women; for women with their children 


are always put together in the public covenant 
tranſactions of that people. And if the one 


was excluded, I am of opinion, the other 


muſt be likewiſe. But then, if only the 3 


adult were admitted to the baptiſm of John, I - 
mu 


Mention made in Church Hiſt 
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muſt look upon their baptiſm as including their 
whole families, concerned equally with them- 
{elves in the benefits of that kingdom of hea- 


ven, the new diſpenſation taking place, ſee 
Toſh. viii. 35. There was not a word of all 


that Moſes commanded, which Joſhua read not 
before all the congregation of Iſrael, with the 
women and the LITTLE ONES, and the ſtran- 
gers that were converſant among them, or who 
walked among therit; which laſt I underſtand 
of the proſelytes. ; Tr. 


ones have the preference given to the ſtrangers, 


and nothing can be more natural than for 
men to have an immediate eye to the benefit 


of their offspring in all public intereſts, in 
which they themſelves are perſonally con- 
cerned. „„ Ms 

> Hiſtory of Infants be- 
ing baptized. 


An A. B. may throw obſcurity on this, by 
laying, © that Church Hiſtory alſo mentions 
© the giving of the Euchariſt to Infants.” 

Be it ſo. This will only prove the wanton- 
neſs of human imagination, when indulged in 
matters of divine inſtitution, So the /gn of 
the croſs was added to make more perfect an 
inſtitution of Jeſus, which reflects greatly on 


his wiſdum, who conld not think of ſuch an 
apt ſymbol to impreſs the better the minds of 


his 


It is wotthy of obſervation, that the little 


* 
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his followers, Or elſe, it is an impeachment of 


his goodneſs ; becauſe although he might think 
of it, yet he would not ordain or appoint it. 
But it is very cal to remove the force of the 


objefion,, by only obſerving, that , infants are 


naturally capable of baptiſm, conſidered as an 
initiatory rite into a ſtate of privileges: © 
as it is impoſſible that they ſhould eat bread and 
drink wine in remembrance of a crucified Je- 


ſus, of whoſe perſon, or death ey. can have | 


no manner of idea. 
But with reſpect to infants being men- 


tioned very early, as the ſubjects of baptiſm, 
I ſhall make a citation or two from Mr, 


Bingham's Antiquities of Church Hiſtory, 


* Both Clemens and Hermas are mentioned 


by him, as faying things which by conſe- 
ce quence prove Infant-Baptiſm.” Vol. IV. 
Svo. p. 201. 

And Tuſtin Martyr in his Apol. 2. p. 62. 
That there were among chriſtians in his 
<« time, many perſons of both ſexes, ſome 
<« ſixty, and ſome ſeventy years old, who had 
« been made diſciples to Chriſt from their in- 


« fancy, [& ix ra ela. Are n,] and 


“ continued virgins, or uncorrupt all their 
« lives, which Apol. Fu/tin wrote about the 
« year 148—and therefore thoſe whom he 


© ſpeaks of, as baptized ſixty or ſeventy years 


. before in their infancy, muſt be perſons bap- 
ce tized — ſome of the Apoſtles were li- 
© ving,”—And in his dialogue with 7. * 


Sw 
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he makes Baptiſm parallel to circumciſion, 
« ſaying, we had not received that carnal cir- 
« cumciſion, but the ſpiritual circumciſion 
« which Enoch and thoſe like him obſerved : 
e and we have received it by baptiſm, through 
* the mercy of God, becauſe we were ſin- 
e ners: and it is incumbent on all perſons to 


% 


“receive it in the ſame way. Hence it is a 


« juſt concluſion, that if baptiſm be anſwer- 
“ able to circumciſion, and ſucceeded in its 
te room, then as infants were admitted to cir- 
cCcumciſion ſo they were admitted to baptiſm *. 

To this ſame purpoſe he quotes the Recog- 
nitions, and Treneus, [who was born about 
the year 97, and a diſciple of Polycarp,] who 


affirms, that baptiſm was adminiſtred to 


„children as well as to grown perſons.” And 
ſo others. Nay, © Origen declares, that the 
Church received the order of baptizing in- 
* fants from the apoſtles. And thus the prac 
* tice is derived from divine inſtitution +.” 
The ſpread of that cuſtom of giving the Eu- 
chariſt to little children, as it obtained from the 
time of Cyprian to the twelfth century through 
the Eaſt and Weſt, will be no foundation that we 
can ſafely build upon: but the very reaſonaflign- 
ed for it by Auguſtine, as ſupported upon John 
vi. 53 [,, will ſhew us the liberty which they 
took in in apps paſſages of crane On 
G the 


be Bingham's $ Antiquities, &c, Vol. IV. p. 205, 206. 
+ Bid, p. 214. 
Vid. 3 s Stric. Patr. pag. 212, 213. 
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the fleſh of the jon of man, and drinking his 

blood, could not have any reference to the Eu- 

chariſt. For this was ſaid a conſiderable time 

before the inſtitution of it. But it is, fo to Be- 
7 


lieve in Chriſt, as to be influenced by his doc- 
trine and example to put on his ſpirit, and be 
imitators of him. For our Lord thus explains 
himſelf; It is the ſpirit that quickneth, the 


fleſh profiteth nothing: the words which I ſpeak 


are ſpirit, and life. 

It was, I apprehend, owing to a ſtrong in- 
clination which men had to interpret either 
literally or myſtically the ſcriptures, as beſt 


ſuited their fancies, that this abſurd application 


of the Euchariſt obtained: as well as many 
other improvements that have been made upon 
the pure, ſimple, and plain inſtitutions, or rules 
of the goſpel. It is the part which men will 
have in Chriſt, as the reſurrection and the life, 
that depends on their conformity to his exam- 
ple; directly oppoſed to mens labouring more 


for the meat which periſheth. with which crime 


infants are not, cannot be chargeable; and 
therefore are not the ſubjects of this addreſs. — 
And we know, he took up infants in his arms, 
and bleſſed them ! this declaration was not then 
deſigned to exclude them any part in him; tho 
in the ſenſe here ſpoken of, they were not capa- 
ble of eating bis fleſh and drinking bis blood. Be- 
ſides, his indignation at his diſciples, for refuſing 
or diſcouraging parents from bringing their in- 
fants to him to be bleſſed of him, has, with me, 
great 


reat 


* of poſitive Inſtitutions. 
great weight, Mark x. 14. nyzvaxinos *,— 
I know not one place in the goſpels, where 
the reſentment of our Lord is more ſtrongly: 
expreſſed. See the word .uſed, Luke x. 14. 2 
Cor. vii. 11. indignation. One might add, the 
known emphaſis that the Fews had always put 
upon circumciſing their male infants, and thoſe 
of the proſelytes; which the diſciples of our 
Lord ſeem to have not attended at all unto. For, 
under the remark which Beauſobre and Lenfant 
have made in their introduction, &c. pag. 126. 
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of circumciſion being the rite of admiſſion in- 


to the Jeuiſ Religion, they have this note, 
—* For which reaſon the newly circumciſed 
* child was called the bridegroom, becauſe he 
« was then, as it were, married to God and 


% his Church.” © 


There was a very criminal diſpoſition ex- 
preſſed by the diſciples, in forbidding little 
children to be broughtto our Lord, otherwiſe, it 
could not have raiſed in his meek ſoul, indig- 
nation If any man can hence infer that the 
infants of chriſtians, were not to be conſidered 
by them, and treated as the members of his 
body ; he has my conſent to the poſſeſſion of 
his own ſentiment, but he muſt allow me to 
draw a very different one from the premiſe. 


G 2 Of 


2 44 *, indignor, ſtomachor. Hederic. 


R 4 | The rede pur; sa. 
Of perſonal palim. 


| th not think that objection to ber, 

tiſm has the leaſt ſtrength in it, vi. that 
* chriſtian baptiſm required a perſonal profe 7 
*« /ion in all adult — ps The P. B. al 
lows it, as well as the A. B. And the point 
to be determined, is, whether this perſonal 
 profeflion in the adult, did not, as it had ever 
done, give their children a right with them- 
ſelves to the privileges of the chriſtian covenant; 
and conſequently, to that very rite by which ſoup 
_ themſelves were initiated into chat covenant? 


Upon the original infli ention of e 


* 


. No, fays an A. B. the o inſtitu- 
“ tion is expreſsly againſt admitting infants, 
* asit requires that the perſon be taught before 
* he be baptized, Matt. xxviii. 19, 20.“ 

The P. B. denies that it does —Hence the 

' controverſy turns on this hinge. Let it then 
be obſerved, that upon our Lord's inſtituting 
baptiſm in the name of the Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghoſt, he bids his diſciples go teach, i. e. 
diſciple all nations, Gentile as well as Few. 
Which word, per mrs, intends their opening 
of their commiſſion, which was to be ſo at- 
teſted by the dint of miracle, as was beſt a- 
dapted tO diſciple or convert them. And as 
ſoon 


them. 


0 itt Inflitutions. is: 


ſoon as any were brought to own and acknow- 
ledge the miſſion of the apoſtles, or the divine 


uuthority of Jeſus, in whole name they opened 


their credentials, the apoſtles were to baptige 


commanded them. 

This diſtinction is evident; ſo that chiiiian- 
inſtruction was to follow, not precede baptiſm. 
And baptiſm did, in fact, give the adult their 


right to chriſtian inſtruction. As this is the 
obvious, the plain ſenſe of the inſtitution, no 


manner of impropriety can be charged on the 
baptizing of infants; but they muſt be 
ſubjects of it: unleſs it can be pro nel a 
baptiſm, applied to an adult perſon, would cer- 
tainly ſecure the continuance of his life till he 
had received effectually the farther benefit of 
inſtruction ; or, that it had ſome phyſical ef- 
fect upon him, by which his due attention to 
thoſe inſtructions would be made certain. If 
neither of theſe things can be concluded upon, 
a child's dying before he receives chriſtian in- 
ſtruction, is no more an objection to its being 


baptized, than a grown perſon's dying after his 


baptiſm, without having duly attended to the 


nature of chriſtian doctrines; or, as in the times 


of perſcution, might ſometimes be the caſe 
preſently after his baptiſm; or his dying, after 
baptiſm, an unholy perſon abandoned to vice, 
In the view. of the inſtitution, it initiates only 


into a ſtate of privileges, and ſuppoſes chriſtian _ 


inſtruc- 


And after this, d., fo TEACH 
them to. abſerve all things whatſoever be bad 
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inſtruction and ee to —_— and 
not go before it. 

Moral character was not led to have 
taken place in all the ſubjects of chriſtian 
tiſm; only it was requiſite, that the adult, 
ſhould' be. convinced: of the divine miſſion of 
thoſe who came baptizing in tbe name of | the 
father, &c. And ſo the P. B. ſays it ſhould 
be with all who are initiated into the chriſtian- 
polity from paganiſm, judaiſm, or infidelity. 
But we are perſuaded, that it would be per- 
fectly agreeable to the nature of chriſtian bap- 
tiſm, and conſonant with the meaſures of all 
former diſpenſations, in the admiſſion of a 

ew-Convert, or Pagan-Convert, to take in 

Us houſhold along with him, unleſs any of them 
refuſed ſuch admiffion. Nor could we be 
more affured of the efficacy of baptiſm upon 
his after-moral conduct, than we could of its 
efficacy on his infant-offspring. il 
To this an A. B. may reply, If Chriſt 
e does not here command his - miniſters to 
* teach infants whilſt they are infants; then 
te he does not command them to baptize in- 
e fants whilſt they remain infants.” - 
The baptizing of infants whilſt infants, may 
be as eaſily done as the baptizing of grown per- 
ſons: but the teaching of them whilſt incapa- 
ble of being taught, is not poſſible. Yet, we 
ſay, it is perfectly conſiſtent with the commiſ- 
fion that infants ſhould have a rite applied, 


which * them a — as well as it does 
* 


" 9g pofitive Inflitutions. i 


grown perſons to chriſtian inſtruction. But 


this will have its due force by and by. 


I would here again take notice of that other 


attempt to cloud the argument: an A. B. will 


ſay, It is nothing to the affair in hand, how 
te infants were treated under former diſpenſa- | 


« tions,” ſuch as the patriarchial or moſaic.” 

| Nevertheleſs, a P. B. will think it very need- 
ful in order to underſtand a poſitive rite : eſpe- 
cially, when chriſtianity was firſt propagated, 
and this initiating rite firſt introduced among 
a people, whoſe initiating rite was en ſu- 
perſeded. 

I have took notice of the treatment which 
our Bleſſed Lord gave infants that were brought 
to him; his putting his hands upon them, and 
bleſſing them. And I cannot but underſtand 
it, as intended to remove every objection that 
might afterwards be made to the baptizing of 
them, For will any fay, that baptiſm is a rite 
more ſignificative than ſuch treatment was 
which our Lord gave thoſe infants ?——And 
how will he account for our Lord's indigna- 
tion againſt his diſciples for forbidding them? 

Yet, an A. B. can be ſo much prejudiced 
as to ſay, « It is nothing to the purpoſe how 
© our Lord perſonally treated infants, putting 
te his hands on them and praying-—for our 
* Lord's doing ſo, does ſatisfy an A. B. that 


« Chriſt did not think them "— nb 
of baptiſm.” 


What 
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What has been offered under the article of, 
mention being made in Church Hiſtory of infants 
being baptized,. would be a ſufficient refuta- 
tion of this. N evertheleſs, 1 wall take ſome 
further notice of it. 
I be pleaſure an A. B. has in fach a conclu- 
fon, is not matter of envy: for a more wide con- 
ſequence ſurely could not well be drawn. I could 
as ſoon have thought of deducing confirmation 


from it. But it ſhould be proved that by — 


is ex pre flive of more than our Lord's ble 
before the conſequence can be hence- drawn, 
viz. that infants are not the capable ſubj ets 
of baptiſm; and that becauſe he thought - 
incapable, therefore he took them in Nis arms, 
and bleſſed them. wAoye aura, Mark x. 16, 
not praying for them, but he /eſſed them. Or, 
who would think it a natural concluſion, that 
becauſe our Lord ſaid, that except his diſciples 
became as little children, they. ould not enter 

into the kingdom of heaven—and of ſuch is the 
kingdom of 2— ; that therefore our Lord 
plainly thought little children were not the ca- 
pable ſubjects of baptiſm—ſuch a concluſion 
might afloniſh, but ſurely wonld not convince 
any man of ſound intelledts. 


T he of Converts, after the Afcenſon, were 


baptized with their bouſtolds. 


St. Luke's hiſtory of the Acts of the Apo- 
ſtles, makes mention of bouſholds being bap- 


tized 


of fofitive 1 | 4s 


tized along with with their heads. have aid. 
they were baptized in virtue of the faith of 
their heads. 

An A. B. has courage Sai to affirm, 
« that this is abſolutely falſe, that there i is not 
% one mentioned as ſo baptized.” .“ 

That I may defend' what I have offered, AS 
the truth, and nothing but the truth, I will 
refer my Reader to Adds xvi. 31. And they, 
i. e. Paul and Silas, ſay to him, the Goaler, 
Believe on the Lord Fejus Chrift, and thou ſhalt 
be ſaved and thine houſe. Words can convey 
no preciſe, no determinate meaning, if he 
and his are not together included in the be- 
nefit accruing from his faith alone—this is ſaid 
before any of his houſhold appear but him- 
ſelf: none but he comes trembling ! and the 
queſtion he put, to which this is the direct an- 
ſwer, is in his own name, and from his ow 
perſonal conviction, hat muſt Ido to be ſaved ? 
The anſwer to the Gueſtion, is, do thou believe, 
It is not, do thou and thine believe, and chow 
and thine ſhall be ſaved : but, do thou believe, 
and then thou and thine ſhall be ſared, or, thou 
halt be ſaved and thine houſe. 

Toevade the force of the anſwer, as it lite- 
rally and expteſsly ſtands, an A. B. will fay, 
* that Paul and Silas are recorded fo have 
* ſpoken the word of the Lord, and to all that 
* were in his houſe,” ver. 32. 

I own it is thus ſaid. But then I alſo know 
it is aid, that in the /ame hour in which the 

H _  goaker 


* 2 
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goaler waſhed the ſtripes of Paul and Silas, 
that be and all his were baptized ftrai ghtway, 
ver. 33. But it does not hence follow, that 


de and all his were perſonally converted, tho 


they were all perſonally baptized. As little 
reaſon is there to conclude that every individu- 


al of the goaler's family was of mature age, 


capable of conviction, or of underſtanding the 
word of the Lord. Nay, it is very probable that 


all who heard the word of the Lord were not 


converted: for it ſhould ſeem that the priſoners 
did hear the word of the Lord, as they had been 


witneſſes of thoſe extraordinary appearances, ſuch 


as the doors ping open, and their own chains 
and fetters eing legſed | and yet, though there 
were a number of theſe, one of them is men- 
tioned, as being either converted or baptized. 
We can therefore conclude nothing of efficacy 
which the word could have from the prifoners 
Heating of it: neither can we conclude from 
the ſcene being removed to the goaler's houſe 
from the priſon, that every individual was ca- 
ble of knowing the word of the Lord ſpo- 
ken. But had all, or any of the priſoners been 
converted, ſuch a notable effect of the word 


of the Lord would not have been paſſed over 


in ſilence. Inſtead of ſuch effect being men- 
tioned, we are told, that the goaler removes 


Paul and Silas into his own houſe, a dwelling 


diſtinct from the priſon-houſe, ſets meat before 

them, and rejoiced, believing in God with all 

hrs hou „ . 34. P 
n 


of poſitive Inſtitutions. 51 
An A. B. lays great ſtreſs upon this ſen- 
tence, believing in God with all his houſe * 
But I think without foundation. w is in- 
deed natural to ſuppoſe that his whole houſe, 
capable of attending to the miracle, would be 
affected greatly with it. But then it does not 
appear to me, that the term, believing in God, 
can here be applicable to his whole houſe, or 
to any but the goaler himſelf. ,.1 ſhould ra- 
ther underſtand it thus, the goaler refoiced with 
all his bouſe, believing in God, i. e. he himſelf 
believing. in God.— This appears to me, to be 
the natural order 1 in which the text ſhould be 


rendered, #, uro ai Next Ng 


10 Op, and rejoiced with all his houſe, believ- 
ing in God—be reſoiced with—he did fo, be- 
heving in God. 

The goater's houſe "IP rejoice with him; 
but there is no, room to conclude that they 
were all converts to, chriſtianity who were bap- 
tized. Several of them might be perſuaded 


that the miracle was divine ; but though they 


might, we .are under no neceſſity from the 
conſtruction of the words, to ſuppoſe that any 
beſides the goaler did believe i in the Lord Feſus 
Chriſt, —But if this ſhould be inſiſted upon by 
an A. B. I muſt beg of him to conſider, that 
the text mentions nothing of their. belief till 
ter their baptiſm,—and the hiſtory will ſup- 
port one in concluding, that it was by virtue 


of the goaler's Jt; that his louſtold' Was bap- 
ed. | 
. H 2. I !be 
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The caſe of Lydia, is not leſs to my 
poſe, It was her heart that the Lord W's 0- 
pened ; and upon her attending to the words 
of Paul, and being convinced thereby that 
eſus was the Chriſt, ſhe was baptized, and 
er houſhold, Acts xvi. 14, I5. 
„However an A. B. will not allow that 
de there were young children in any , of thoſe 


57 houſholds, ſaid to be baptized. _ 


A prefumptr de argument of children bei ng pri- 
' marily intended by houſholds. 


To remove ſuch difficulties, 1 might put 
a queſtion concerning Philip's baptizing the 


eunuch. how came it that Philip did not thus 


addreſs him, if thou believeſt that Feſus is the 
Chrift, thou Halt be ſaved, and thine houſe ® 


« An A. B. may perhaps make himſelf 


merry with the queſtion, and fay, ſurely you 

e do not expect that his children ſhould have 

** a right to baptiſm, by virtue of bis faith.” 
To be ſerious, I do not. For I could with 


as much eaſe imagine that the primary inten- 
lion of that law, Deut. xxii. 10. Thou ſhalt net 


plough with an Ox and an Aſs together was to 
1% 698 a ſpurious ſced, by an unnatural copu- 
ation.—I neither can ſuppoſe him properly an 

huſband, nor- poſſibly a father, ſince an eunvch. 
Yet I can ſuppoſe the T; Treaſurer of the Æthi- 
opian Queen, to have a number of ſervants at- 


tending] him im his) journey, though none are men- 


tioned. 


i- 
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tioned. For how could the Euuuch employ a 
neceſſary care in driving his chariot, whilſt ſtu- 

diouſly and devoutly reading the prophecy of 
Haiab? It is moſt probable, from every light we 
can view- him in, that he had a proper retinue, 

ſuitable and becoming his high office. The 
reaſon therefore that I ſhould aſſign for Philips 
taking no notice of his faith entitling his hou- 


ſhold to baptiſm, is, that he was not a father; 


had neither wife nor children; and that hence 
it was that Philip did not thus addreſs: him; 
And this I look upon, as a violent preſumptive, 


(to uſe a law term) that wherever houſholds are 
mentioned in ſcripture, as baptized with their 


heads, that there children are principally in- 
tended. FT can ſuppoſe that his, the Eunuch's 
fervants, might be unfit ſubjects of baptiſm.— 

At the fame time, I can conceive of his bap- 
tiſm by Philip, in their reſence, as a phenome- 
non that would excite their curioſity, and give 
the Eunuch an opportunity afterwards of ex- 


plaining to them the great intention of it. 


The ſole condition of the Eunnch's being 


entitled to baptiſm, was, if he believed wit 


all his heart, that is, if he had no ſcruple about 
the prophecy he was readin g as relative to Je- 


fas, the Meſſiah. 


Thus much ſhall ſuffice for detecting miſ- 
repreſentation, and for the removing of ob- 


jections to my arguments in favour of infants 


being the ſubjects of baptiſm. The mode muſt 
alſo have ſome notice taken of it. 
Of 


Dl ol The besen. Sex 
of the mode uſed in beptizing.. 


1 80 3 opinion that as the 3 


vſed by the facred writers to baptize, does 
moſt properly. ſignify, as I have elſewhere 
ſtewn, the applying of vater to 4 body, and 
* * 4 body to water; my argument againſt 
lunging muſt hold good, whether men are 
ptized in rivers or in houſes, The bap- 
Wa muſt be underſtood to have put the quan- 
tity. of water, whether more or leſs, n the 
baptized per fon . 

As I — mode uſe of 8 authorities for 
baptiſm, taken from Talmudical writers ; I am 


Ware that an A. 3. in e thoſe writings 


will 


21 "oY in my as or vindicatian of the Appendix, 


faid, page 98. that the Adplt-Baptizers in Holland, do not 
« plunge, but only ſprinkle or pour on water.” The Gentle. 
man from whom I had my information, is a perſon of great 
honour and character: and I never knew that 1 had miſtaken 
him, or miſrepreſented the truth of the caſe ; until very latel ly 
another Gentlemen, who. was himſelf baptized there, has, wi 

2 generoſity almoſt peculiar to himſelf, informed me, that 
Es although the Dutch anti-pedobaptifis have ſmall fonts, or bap- 
4 tizing baſons in their churches, and do uſually þriz4/e or 

« four on water; yet they make the quantity of water, a matter 
« of indifference : leaving it at the option of the ſubjeR either to 
© be ſprinkled, or plunged. And that he was, by his own 


< choice, baptized by plunging. And ſuch is their moderation, 


t hat they q re ſatisfied if water be but applied.” 

My „.. aſſertion is therefore too ſtron if underſtood ab- 
Wlutely, or as if it meant that there are no ex from their 
general rule of baptizing. 


Nevertheleſs, an A. B. muſt affirm what he cannot make ä 
good, if he ſays of the whole body of Anti. pædobaptiſſi, · that 


13 they all of them believe plunging eſſential to baptiſm.” | 


7 
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will imagine he has great advantage of me as 
to the mode. „ ar 14 1 
It will therefore be expected, that if he 
ſhould produce any inftances of Jewiſb- wa- 
ter- baptiſm from the Talmud, or from Mai- 
moni des, it muſt be in ſupport of immerſton. 
e. g. A woman-proſelyte, ſaid to be bap> 


ce tized, will be ſet up to the neck in water, 


* the judges ſtanding without, making known 
* ſome precepts to her.” But then, to pre- 
ſerve the decency of it, they ſhall turn a- 


te way their faces, and go out, that they may 
de not ſee her while ſhe is going out of the 
*© water, — And he will produce ſuch au- 
*© thorities, which ſhew, that they were'bap- 
et tized quite naked, nothing between the wa- 


© ter and the body; if there was, the purifica- 


ce cation would be incomplete.” 


If ſuch Rabbinical accounts of the mode of 


baptizing proſelytes be juſt, it ſeems apparent, 
that they had corrupted the original law of 
purification : for might we judge of the elders 
of Iſrael by thoſe mentioned in the ffory of 


Suſannah, they were very unfit witneſſes of 


ſuch bathings. And the malignant effects of 
David's obſerving Bathſbeba, whilft bathing 
herſelf, was enough to have taught the utmoſt 
delicacy and care in all their bodily naked 

waſhings, ——_ 
But as I am of opinion that plunging in 
baptiſm, and that naked too, was early prac- 
tiſed among chriſtians, I would enter a little 
| a 
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riations. ; 


Of oe Ju | of decency 2 


In what I am going to offer, I am fo far 


from bringing any charge of immodeſiy or in- 
| decency on our  modern-plunging-baptizers ; 
that, on the other hand, they appear, to me, 
convinced that the original practice of plung- 
ing-baptiſm was indecent ; and therefore have, 
by providing proper veſtments, removed the 
charge which they ſaw otherwiſe would have 
lain againſt them. 5 


Me know that there muſt be a wide diffe- 


rence in the cuſtoms and dreſs of cold and hot 
countries. The torrid, temperate, and frigid 
zones demand different habits. And bathings, 


one may conclude, would be common in the 


Kaſftern, as hot countries. 1 

We have an early hint of this, among the 
antient Egyptians in the caſe of Pharoab's 
daughter, waſhing herſelf in the river Nil. 
But then, at the ſame time, we have a proper 
intimation of the ſtrict decency of ſuch waſh- 
ing; for Exod. ii. 5. ſays —— ber maidens 
walked by the river's fide. No doubt as guards, 
or centinels to prevent ſurprize, from an un- 
due approach of any of the males. 

And among the antient Fews, there was an 
appointment of purification by bathing, on ac- 
count of various legal uncleanneſſes. But 
| then, 


' of poftine' n 1 


then, the perſon that had been unclean was 


to waſh himſelf, or herſelf all over; not 
the prieſt.— Neither is there the leaſt hint, 


that I know of, in the Moſaic-Law of any 


mixed bathings or waſhings. - On the contrary, 


the water which the prieſts uſed was no more 
than what ſprinkled the unclean, which I 
have underſtood of the water uſed in a ſacra- 
mental ſenſe; in the language of Dr. GATE. 
though be reckons the great laver, at which 
the prieſts waſhed, whilft attending the ſervices 
of the Temple, was full of ſuch water: and 


that the prieſts bathed or plunged themſelves 
in it, But ſuch could not be the uſe of it, as 


I preſume to have fully ſhewn in a P. S. to 
the Challenge. So open a violation of the laws 
of decency would have offended much, that 


is to ſay, had the prieſts - bathed themſelves 


naked in ſo public-a place as that where the 
great laver was fixed: for the inner court, or 
that of the prieſts, where were the Learn 


ſea, and laver, this court was only divided 


from the court of the people by a wall three 
cubits high; ſo that the people in the 
outer court could ſee what the prieſts did. 
Again, the internal figure or form of it, if 
Mr. Pyle be right, ſhews it had no fuch inten- 
tion; he ſays, © this molten ſea was in the 
. faſhion of a hollow half globe, fifteen feet 


4 diameter, and ſeven and an half deep.” See 


Parapb. on 2 Chron, Iv. 2. Beſides, every 


1 | | Prieſt 
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prieſt by going into it, would eye, at leaf, 


five hundred barrels of water. 


It is not credible that thus e water A 


be thrown off, ſo frequently as the prieſts had 


occaſion to waſh themſelves. Nor is it at all 
probable that any neked waſhings would be 
public; ſince there is the utmoſt exactneſs en- 


joined in the Moſaic Law. They might not 


ſo much as go up by ſteps to God's. altar, 


leſt their nakedneſs od be diſcovered, Exod. 


XX. 26. comp. xxviii. 42. Moreover, the 


flowered work on the brim, or edge of this 


laver, does not favour the deſign of its being 
a bathing veſſel. 
Again, It might be expected that there 


ſhould be laws enjoined this people to obſerve 


the utmoſt delicacy and care in their deport- 


ment towards each other, when we conſider 


the cxr/e of Noah upon Ham, mentioned by 


\ Moſes, Gen, ix. 22, 25. 


If I miſtake not, ſich freedoms are forbid- 
den between near relations, as that of locking 
upon'one another's nakedneſs, Lev. xviii.6— 17. 
Commentators have indeed fixed a more ma- 
lignant ſenſe. However it is manifeſt that great 


care was to be taken by the Jewiſh people to 
avoid all indecency, or immodeſt freedoms ; 


ſo that any thing like promiſcous-naked-bath- 
ings, cannot be ſuppoſed, as warranted by 


their laws. 


But then, Dr. Potter takes notice that a- 
mong the antient Greeks, * from the inſtitu- 
«© tions 


up lde 55 zee | 59 
't tions of Lycurgus] the virgins were obliged 
* to bathe as well as the men, a1, after 
ce the manner of men; and did bathe in the 
« fea *. Vet the Romans had their hot 
baths ſeparated for the ſexes. for thus ſays Ælius 
Spartianus in his life of Hadrian +, Lavacra 
pro ſexibus ſeparavit. And Caſaubon ob- 
ſerves, in his notes, That men and women 
« of old time, did promiſcuouſly bathe them- 
te ſelves, withoot any modeſt. ſenſe of their 
cr nakedneſs, which indecent cuſtom the 
« Greeks had taken from the Romans. And of 
« which Plutarch complains i in the life of M. 
« Cato, And Dio. Lib. xLIx. mentions 


Agrippa, as he who firſt exhibited ſuch pub- 


« lic baths at Rome.”——he farther tells us, 
et that this baſe, obſcene cuſtom, which ſeems to 
ce have thus begun among the Romans, Hadrian 
« endeavoured to remove, but with little ef- 
te fect.— lt was forbidden by a law of Alex- 
e ander Severus, but the prohibition met with 
« very little regard. 5 And indeed the an- 
« tient chriſtians had taken up the ſame cu- 
“ ſtom. Although by edicts or ordinances 
* aſcribed to Clement, they were plainly cau- 
i tioned againſt uſing promiſcuous bathings/ 
« But ſuch was the public | evil, that it was 
4 not to be remedied. At length ſuch an 
* obſcene manner of life was to be removed 
=_— by 
” Gn, Antig . Vol. 1. 5. 371. | 


7 He began kis reign Aug. 10. 4. D. 117. And ended it 
A. D. 138. Ses Dr. 3 1 Sc. 
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te by the ſynodical decrees ; for the authority 


* 


te of the moſt pious of the fathers had been 
long neglected. To, this purpoſe the 3oth 
t Can. of the Laodicean Council forbad, that 


* women ſhould waſh or bathe themſetues with 
« men. Nevertheleſs, this had little effect, 
ct for many among the clergy and monks con- 


tinued to waſh, promiſcuouſly with women. 
* And in the Juſfinian Code, cxvii. among 
ce 


& herjelf with men, ſhe ſhall not obtain abſolu- 
tian from her husband 
Jo the fame purpoſe Julius Capitolinus in 


the life of M. Antoninus Philoſophus, ſays, he 
allowed not of mixed baths,——and that be regu- 


lated 


* Olim viri ſœeminæque mixtim lavabant, nullo pudore nu- 
ditatis, quem turpiſſimum morem Græcos accepiſſe a Romanis 
in M. Catone queritar Plutarchus Dio. Lib. 49. de Agrippa 
qui primus Romæ balnea publice exhibitur.—— Videtur tum 
primum hæc deſœda conſuetudo cepiſſe; quam tollere conatus 
Hadrianus—— ſed non obtinuit——ſpreta deinde & lex Alexan- 
dri, aut certè parum diligenter obſervata. adeo quidem ut & 
Chriſtiani veteres eundem morem uſurparent: licet in 1272 as, 
quæ Clementi tribuuntur, caveatur diſerte, ut viri balneis virili - 

bus, muliebribus mulieres utantur, Lib. 1. c. vi. & 1x. 
Sed vicit morbus publicus omnem medicinam. Serò tandem 
ſynodalibus decretis mos tam obſccenus de vita eſt ſublatus 
nam & ſanctiſſimorum patrum auctoritas diu neglecta. Laodi- 
ceni concilii canone x x x, vetantur ovaaue D Y/ureit iy at yes. 


Quid profuit? adeo enim mos ille per hanc canonem extinctus 


non elit, ut etiam E clero & monachorum ordine multi, poſt 
concilium illud, promiſcue cum fœminis lavarent. In Ju- 
ſtiniani x vii. Nev. inter legitimas diyortii cauſas & iſta re- 
cenſetur; ſi mulier non impetrata à marito venia cum viris la- 
viſſet. Hiflorie Auguſta Sciiptores, VI. Tom. I. p. 474. 


5 various lawful cauſes of divorce, this is one, 
ce viz, MF a married woman ſhould waſh or bathe 


lated and.reformed the. Joſe manners of the ma- 
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iron. and young nobility *. | 
And in Ælius Lampridius J life of load 

Severus, mixed baths at Rome were 2 bited; 

which indeed had been done before ; but Helio- 


gabalus had allowed of them +. 


I thinkapaſlage of Plutarch's in thelife of M. 
Cato the Cenſor, very emphatical ; for he ſays 
of him, Nor did he leſs abftain from ſpeak- 

« ing any thing obſcene before his fon, than 
. i it had been in the preſence of thoſe fa- 
c cred. virgins, which we call Veſtals. Nor 


© would he ever go into the bagnio with him, 


« which ſeems to be according to the cuſtom 
© of the Romans. For ſons- in- law avoided 
{« ſtill bathing with fathers-in-law, being a- 
% ſhamed to Ze one another naked.—But ha- 
« ving in time learned of the Greeks to ſtrip 
with men, they have ſince brought the 
« Greeks to do it, even with women them- 
ee 
The corruption of the mode; that is, the 
bringing in a cuſtom of applying the body 0 
water, inſtead of water to the body; might 
probably take * from a "_ ſaperſtitions 
| zeal 


0. Longs mixta ſubmovit. 8 matronarum compo- 
ſuit diffluentes, & juvenum nohilium, 5. p. 379. 

+ Balnea mixta Romæ exhiberi prokibuit: quad tom Jam 
ante prohibitum, Heliogabalus eri permiſerat, p. g 

Among the Lydjazs, and almoſt all blows nations, 


it is a_great diſhonour even for a man to be ſeen naked. 5 | 


2 ä Vol. I. p. 7. under C7. 
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zeal to that of Peter, who when his Lord told 
him, tbat except be waſhed his fert, he bad no 


wt in him, John xiii. 8. - Peter replies, not 
my feet only, but alſo my hands and my bead. To 


correct which luxuriant fancy, Fefus ſaid to 
bim, he that is waſhed, needeth not, Yo: fo 5 


waſh bis feet, but is clean every wut. 


ſuch irregular zeal, I N the plangn 


mode might take place. 


The above inſtances are produced to ſhew, 
that the virtuous, civilized Egyptians, - Greeks, 
and Romans, as well as Fews, reckoned upon 


promiſcuous 'bathings as very offenſive to the 
natural modeſty of mankind. That all the 


modeſt and virtuous had an b ee of it. 


That wherever or whenever it had place, it 


argued the great degeneracy and corru P of 


the ple. n 

What remains, is to ſhew, that by the ear- 
lieſt Church-accounts which we have of plung- 
ing-baptiſin, it was performed naked. Gem 


this, and other circumſtances I ſhall attempt 


to prove that plunging could not belong to the 
original inſtitution of Chriſtian-baptiſm ; ' but 
muſt be a great corru * of it. 


Church-accounts of baptizing naked. 


Mr. Bin N in his Anti quities of the 1 
ch, Book x1. Chap. x1. treats large - 
ly on this mode of baptiſm, as the practice 


with the adult, and with infants. And Dupin 


agrees 
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agrees with him in ' obſerving, that this 
was one office of 'the- Deacontſſes viz. to 
ſtrip the women, and to prepare them for 
« þaptizing and anointing, as became the re- 
verence due to the action.“ And that they 
anointed the women in baptiſm, he affirms. 
Bingham 4 ee 81905 von Chap: XXII, 
Sec. 8. 4 has 
= em! is cited, as iotuplaining « of di- 
* Rut bancge at their public baptiſms, the wo- 
% men running away naked, in terror of thoſe 
* who diſturbed them, B. xl. Ch. x. Sect. 
2. And that no exceptions were made ei- 
*© ther with reſpect to infants, or the baſhful- 
“ fulneſs:of the female ſex, fave only in caſes 
of ſickneſs or diſability.” 

Beſides their anointing of the by, 
account of Chriſt's being God's anointed ; 9 
had other ſuperſtitions in very early obſervance 
of this rite. ſuch as ſpecial ſeaſons appointed 
for baptiſm; EAs TER above all others. and 
they added many Hmbolical circumſtances: 
they undreſſed and dreſſed again in white gar- 
ments, to denote putting off the old, and put- 
ting on the new man. and becauſe St. Paul had 
metaphorically ſpoken * of men's being 150 

| rie 


Metaphoricalhy ſpoken, waa am perſuaded, that the apo- 
del bupdlm, no more than Fohn's, was with plunging. This 
could not be a juſt or proper manner of baptizing. Though it is 
very common for the Apoſtle to ſpeak of bapti/m and of cixcum- 
gor which preceded it, figuratively. So he ſpeaks of the Co- 
lofians as 5 complete i in Chrilt, without the addition of any Yew: 


Rte e 


ried with Chriſt in — * riſing again; 
ſo, they went datum into the watef᷑ to be plung- 
ech and:ro/e out, to repreſent herburying, and 
riſing of FJeſus. 9 5 I'S TE CLIC > 7 XN 
Nor can this be wandered ”y 3 con- 
liger how fond the Greek and Latin- fathers 
were of allegory, and myſtery; who, from 
among Greeks and Romans, had been trained 
up in the Tagan mythology. Any one may be 
convinced „ by only reading with care 
De. Whitby's Str idtura Patru. 

Their anointing in baptiſm, they bad not the 
leaſt authority for, either from the Iaftiturion of 
our Lord, or the practice of his Apoſtles. and 
in it, they ſeem to have paganizeth: fot this 
Was notoriouſly the Gree#'cuſtom at their bath- 
iags. See Porter's gag argue, Vol. II. 
page e fo ani hind No 

The above tends; n a 

| plunging, compared: with the oppoſition which 
naked-baptizing has to the /aws: of decency, 
obſerved among the virtuous and chaſte in all 
ages, will lead one to conclude, it muſt have 
been of human invention, however early it 
bud its riſe i in the: Obriſtian Church: 


„ | The Þa 


The 


1% rite. And he ſays, that: they are circumtiſed 15 him avith 
the circumciſion madt without hands, in putting. e the body of the 
ſons of the feſb, Hy. the circumcifion of . rien avith þ bim 


at ee ii. 9 12. 


"of Feſtive: Infliturions.. — 
E be te refs for boptizing noked. 


i gain, we may form ſome judgment of the 
original plunging in baptiſm, from the reaſons 
aſſigned for the ſubject being naked. . Chry/o- 
fom ſays, Men were as naked as Adam in 
paradiſe, but with this difference : Adam 
ce was naked becauſe he had ſinned, but in 

© baptiſm.a man was naked, that he might be 
Is * — from ſin; the one was diveſted of the 
ory that he once had, but the other put 


* 0 8 the old man, which he did as eaſily as 


© his clothes.” 

And Ambroſe ſays, Men came naked, to 
« the font, as they came into the world : and 
« thence he addreſſes rich men, telling them 


e how abſurd it was, that a man who was 
e born naked of his: mother, and received 


© naked by the church, ſhould think of zoing 
rich into heaven.“ And many ſuch like 
fort of reaſons *. 

'Thus we fe that the reaſons which have 


been aſſigned for naked-plunging- baptiſm mult 


have had their original in nothing better than 
the fancies and imaginations of men. and as 
plunging-naked, was the moſt primitive me- 
thod o plunging in baptiſm, we may faiely 
conclude that plunging * had no better a 


K dd 


9 Binghans 8 Antiguities of the Chriſtian-Church, cok Ri. 
Rx 1 . Set. 1. 
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And truly, modern adult- baptizers have fair. 
ly given up all the argument from Church- au- 
thority that can be brought for plunging; be- 
cauſe they have changed that very eſſential 
circumſtance of it. yet, with much more mo- 
* and decency do they plunge. r ee 


dunclußns 1 e the premiſes. 


even I.  Water-baptiſm, in w_ 
ever mode adminiſtred, is no more than a rite 
of initiation into a ſtate of privileges; intitling 
men to chriſtian inſtruction. it cannot there- 
fore be applied with propriety to any but pro- 
ſelytes to the chriſtian faith, a to the NO 
of believing chriftians. 

ConcLusion II. To kinks water-birp- 
tiſm, in any mode, eſſential to the chriſtian 
character, and neceflary to ſalvation, is not 
' warranted by the authority of the New Teſta- 
ment, when underſtood of perſons who have 
been educated from their infancy in the chriſ- 
tian faith ; becauſe this would be to make the 
ſanctifying influences and efficacy of goſpe- in- 
ſtructions to depend wholly upon the outward 
application of water, And in all thoſe-inſtan- 
ces, where the children of chriſtians have 
had their baptiſm neglected, all the chriſtian 
inſtruction that they have had muſt have been 
inefficacious, and their dying without it, muſt 
expoſe them to damnation! And all thoſe per- 
ſons, who profeſs chriſtianity, but ſee not the 


obligation to water-baptiſm, muſt be denied 
| cCcChriſtian 
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chriſtian character; and alſo excluded any ſhare 
in the ſaving benefits of the goſpel but, 
would St. Paul have made it the matter 
of his thankfulneſs that he baptized none of 
the Corintbians, except ſuch and ſuch? and 
have declared, that Chriſt ſent him not to bap- 
tize, but to preach the goſpel ; if baptiſm was 
eſſential to chriſtian character, and an indiſpen- 


ſable pre · requiſite to eternal ſal vation one 


may be well aſſured he would not thus have ex- 
preſſed himſelf. For his preaching the goſpel 
could not. have been of more importance than 
his baptizing; 1. e. if this had been the truth 
of the caſe; and therefore not more to have 
been gloried in. but he muſt have been equally 
commiſſioned to baptize, and alſo equally 
employed in baptizing. 
The A. B. who makes baptiſm eſſential to 


chriſtian character, and neceſſary to ſalvation, 


not only un - chriſtianizeth all the infants 
baptized, ' but all the unbaptized of his own 
ſet ; and he might ſpare all his pains in giving 
his own children chriſtian- inſtruction till after 
their baptiſm: becauſe upon his principle, 
there can be no ſanctifying, efficacious influ- 


ence attend inſtructions previous to that rite 


being applied. For if there can, then bap- 
tiſm is not ſo eſſential, .nor ſo neceflary, 

The benefits of Chriſt's mediation ate 'moſt 
expreſsly ſpecified in the inſtitution of the me- 
morial rite; wherein the cup is called the New 
Teftament in Chriſt's blood, ſhed for many for 
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the remiſſion of ſins; and chriſtians are all com. 
manded to drink of it. But to- ſay, that none 
ſhall have an intereſt in the ſaving mercy of 
God, who do not celebrate this rite, or that 
all who do, ſhall be intereſted in the chriſtian 
ſalvation, is what cannot be: juſtified. In both 
cafes, we can only affirm with ſafety, tliat it 
becomes all chriſtians, to examine into the de- 
ſign of both rites with care and impartiality, 
and to ſee to it that they be regarded in ſuch 


manner: as they can ſee beſt comports with the 


intention of them. The one, J underſtand, 
as initiatory into the chrifian-cturch; the o- 
ther, as putting men in mird of their moral 


obligations to promote moral en and to 


avoid immoralities of any kind. 


CoxcLusiox III. After alt that c. can he | 
ſaid on this controverted ſubject, tbe" different 


obſervance of a poſitive rite,” ſhould not be a 
ground of difference or diſtance of affection 
among chriſtians, For, if there be once a 
want of mutual charity on this account, no- 
ching but a want of power can hinder perfecw- 
tion. Jo differ in opinion, as well as in form 
or mode, is an open evidence or proof of the im- 
perial . ay of liberty. Whilſt on the other hand, 
the pretenſion to uniformity in mode, and ana- 
nimity in opinion, is a vain thing: and ſo far 
as thẽ pretenſion inffuenceth, it marks out a 
ſtate of the worſt kind of SLAVERY. his is 
demonſtrable; ſince every man ſhould know 


beſt, what modes are molt helpful to his Py 
| an 


EE 


eh My 4_- ms Wa, A Ay 


— 


: of poſitive Inflitutions.. 69 


ſince every Man who thinks at all religiouſſy, 
muſt think freely ; nor will he, in his religious 
character, bear the limitation of any Duman _— 5 
ſecription. 

ConcLus10Nn IV. The New Teſtament 
alone is the authentic RULE of our religious 
obſervances: and it is infinitely dangerous 
for chriſtians to admit of any __ The on- 
ly ſafe jupe of this rule, is, that reaſor 
which God has given to 2 man; ; which 
will infallibly direct him in his way to happi- 
neſs; if he is honeſt, and deſirous to know the 
will of his maker, in order that he may do it. 
And this moral qualification will be effectual to 
the purpoſes of ſalvation with the illiterate, or 
unlearned in languages, arts and ſciences; 3 
when the greateſt genius, under the advantage 
of the moſt improved liberal education, with- 
out it, will not be found wiſe unto falvation. 

I have endeavoured to place the objections 
in their ſtrength ; and not only fo, but the 14%, 
and, I ſuppoſe, the ſtrongeſt that can be brought 
on the fide of the A. B.—If the reply I have 
given them ſhould be thought ſufficient, I am + 
acquitted of any farther concern in the contro- 
verſy. And whatever may be yet propoſed by 
any Gentleman, againſt the baptizing of in- 
fants; if it ſhould not be written in a more 
convincing manner, than what I have yet 
ſeen, —I muſt remain among the adyocates for 
infant-baptizing, 


FINS. 


